how to use xlookup in excel with two
workbooks

how to use xlookup in excel with two workbooks is a powerful capability that
allows users to efficiently retrieve data across multiple Excel files. This
feature enhances data analysis by enabling the comparison and extraction of
information from different sources seamlessly. In this article, we will
explore the intricacies of using the XLOOKUP function specifically with two
separate workbooks. We will delve into the syntax, practical examples, and
best practices to ensure you leverage this function to its fullest potential.
By the end of this guide, you will have a robust understanding of how to
implement XLOOKUP in Excel across two workbooks, enhancing your data
management skills.
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Understanding XLOOKUP

XLOOKUP is a versatile function introduced in Excel that simplifies the
process of searching for a value in a range or array and returning a
corresponding value from another range or array. Unlike its predecessor,
VLOOKUP, XLOOKUP offers more flexibility, including the ability to search in
both horizontal and vertical ranges and return results from any column or
row. It also allows for exact or approximate matches, making it an invaluable
tool for data analysis.

The basic syntax of the XLOOKUP function is as follows:

XLOOKUP (lookup value, lookup array, return array, [if not found],
[match mode], [search mode])

In this syntax:

e lookup_value: The value you want to search for.



lookup_array: The array or range where the lookup value is searched.

e return_array: The array or range from which to return the corresponding
value.

o if _not_found (optional): The value to return if the lookup value is not
found.

e match_mode (optional): Specifies the match type: exact match or
approximate match.

e search_mode (optional): Specifies the search direction.

Setting Up Your Workbooks

Before you can effectively use XLOOKUP across two workbooks, it's essential
to ensure that both workbooks are structured correctly and that the data is
organized for optimal performance. This involves creating or identifying two
workbooks containing the data you wish to analyze.

Here are some steps to set up your workbooks:

1. Create or open the first workbook: This workbook will contain the data
you want to look up. For instance, let’s name this workbook
"SalesData.xlsx".

2. Create or open the second workbook: This workbook will contain the
values you want to match against the first workbook. Name this workbook
"ProductList.xlsx".

3. Ensure consistency: Make sure the data types and formats in both
workbooks are consistent. For example, if you are looking up product
IDs, they should match in format (e.g., text vs. numbers).

4. Keep both workbooks accessible: For XLOOKUP to work properly, both
workbooks should be open simultaneously in Excel.

How to Use XLOOKUP with Two Workbooks

Using XLOOKUP with two workbooks involves referencing the data from one
workbook while performing the lookup in another. Here’s a step-by-step guide
on how to achieve this:

Assuming you have "SalesData.xlsx" with a list of product IDs and their
corresponding sales, and "ProductList.xlsx" with product IDs and product
names, follow these steps:



1. Open both workbooks: Ensure that "SalesData.xlsx" and "ProductList.xlsx"
are both open.

2. Identify your lookup value: In "SalesData.xlsx", identify the cell
containing the product ID you wish to look up. For example, cell A2
contains the product ID.

3. Write the XLOOKUP formula: Click on the cell where you want the result
to appear (e.g., B2 in "SalesData.xlsx"). Enter the following formula:

=XLOOKUP (A2, '[ProductList.xlsx]Sheetl'!$A$2:$A$100,
"[ProductList.xlsx]Sheetl'!$B$2:$B$100, "Not Found")

In this formula:

e A2: The lookup value from "SalesData.xlsx".

e '[ProductList.xlsx]Sheetl'!$A$2:$A$100: The range in "ProductList.xlsx"
where you search for the product ID.

e '"[ProductList.xlsx]Sheetl'!$B$2:$B$100: The range from which to return
the product name.

e "Not Found": The message returned if the product ID is not located.

Once you input the formula, press Enter. Excel will execute the XLOOKUP
function, searching for the product ID in "ProductList.xlsx" and returning
the corresponding product name into the specified cell in "SalesData.xlsx".

Common Errors and Troubleshooting

While using XLOOKUP across two workbooks, users may encounter various errors
that can impede data retrieval. Understanding these common errors can aid in
troubleshooting and ensuring smooth functionality.

e N/A Error: This error occurs when the lookup value is not found in the
lookup array. Verify that the lookup value exists and that there are no
leading or trailing spaces.

e VALUE! Error: This error may arise if the lookup or return arrays are of
different sizes. Ensure both arrays have the same number of rows or
columns.

e Incorrect Reference: If you receive a reference error, check that the
workbook names and sheet names are correctly typed and that both
workbooks are open.



Best Practices for Using XLOOKUP

To maximize the effectiveness of XLOOKUP in your data analysis, consider the
following best practices:

* Keep Data Organized: Maintain a clear and organized structure in both
workbooks to facilitate easy navigation and data retrieval.

e Use Named Ranges: Instead of referencing specific ranges, consider using
named ranges to simplify your formulas and enhance readability.

e Validate Data: Regularly check for inconsistencies or errors in your
data to avoid lookup failures.

Real-World Applications

The ability to use XLOOKUP across two workbooks opens up various applications
in professional settings. Some common scenarios include:

e Sales Analysis: Compare sales data against product lists to analyze
performance and identify trends.

e Inventory Management: Cross-reference inventory lists with sales records
to manage stock levels effectively.

e Financial Reporting: Aggregate data from different departments for
consolidated financial reports.

Q: Can XLOOKUP be used with closed workbooks?

A: No, XLOOKUP requires both workbooks to be open for it to function
correctly. If you need to reference a closed workbook, consider using other
functions like VLOOKUP or INDEX-MATCH with external links, but note that this
may have limitations.

Q: What types of data can I use with XLOOKUP?

A: XLOOKUP can be used with various data types, including numbers, text, and
dates. However, ensure that the data types in both the lookup and return
arrays match to avoid errors.



Q: How can I handle errors in XLOOKUP?

A: You can handle errors in XLOOKUP by using the 'if not found' argument.
This allows you to specify a custom message or value that will be returned if
the lookup value is not found, enhancing user experience.

Q: Is XLOOKUP available in all versions of Excel?

A: XLOOKUP is available in Excel for Microsoft 365 and Excel 2021. Earlier
versions of Excel do not support this function, and users will need to use
alternatives like VLOOKUP or INDEX-MATCH.

Q: Can I use XLOOKUP for multiple criteria?

A: Yes, while XLOOKUP does not directly support multiple criteria, you can
create a helper column that combines multiple criteria into a single lookup
value, allowing you to effectively use XLOOKUP for this purpose.

Q: How does XLOOKUP compare to VLOOKUP?

A: XLOOKUP offers several advantages over VLOOKUP, including flexibility in
searching both rows and columns, the ability to return values from any
column, and a more straightforward syntax. Additionally, XLOOKUP does not
require the lookup array to be sorted.
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