
how many books are in the catholic bible
how many books are in the catholic bible is a common query for those exploring the richness of
the Catholic faith and its scriptures. The Catholic Bible differs from other Christian Bibles in the
number of books it contains, which can lead to confusion for many. In this article, we will delve into
the total number of books in the Catholic Bible, examine the distinctions between Catholic and
Protestant Bibles, explore the significance of the additional books, and provide insights into the
historical context of these scriptures. We will also address common questions related to the Catholic
Bible, ensuring a comprehensive understanding of this important topic.
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Understanding the Total Number of Books
The Catholic Bible comprises a total of 73 books. This collection includes 46 books in the Old
Testament and 27 books in the New Testament. The Old Testament encompasses the texts that are
foundational to both Judaism and Christianity, while the New Testament contains writings specifically
related to the life, teachings, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ. The inclusion of these books
reflects the Catholic Church's belief in their divine inspiration and authority.

To further clarify, the 46 Old Testament books include both the texts found in the Hebrew Bible and
additional writings recognized as sacred by the Catholic Church. These additional texts are often
referred to as the Deuterocanonical books. The New Testament, on the other hand, is universally
accepted among all Christian denominations, comprising the Gospels, the Acts of the Apostles, the
Epistles, and the Book of Revelation.

Difference Between Catholic and Protestant Bibles
One of the most notable differences between the Catholic and Protestant Bibles is the number of
books included in the Old Testament. While the Catholic Bible has 46 books, most Protestant Bibles
contain only 39. The Protestant Bible excludes the Deuterocanonical books, which are considered
apocryphal by many Protestant denominations. This exclusion primarily stems from the Reformation
in the 16th century, when reformers sought to return to the Hebrew Scriptures as the basis for the Old
Testament canon.

In addition to the difference in the number of books, there is also a variance in the arrangement and
categorization of the texts. The Catholic Bible groups the Old Testament books into categories such as



the Pentateuch, Historical Books, Wisdom Literature, and Prophets, whereas Protestant Bibles may
classify them differently. This can lead to varying interpretations of certain texts and their significance
within the broader scope of Christian teaching.

The Significance of the Deuterocanonical Books
The Deuterocanonical books, which are included in the Catholic Bible but excluded from the
Protestant canon, hold significant theological and historical value. These books include Tobit, Judith,
Wisdom, Sirach (Ecclesiasticus), Baruch, and 1 and 2 Maccabees, among others. They provide
additional insights into the Jewish faith and the cultural context during the intertestamental period,
which is the time between the Old and New Testaments.

Many of these books address themes such as wisdom, piety, and the importance of righteous living,
which resonate with the teachings found throughout the Bible. For instance, the Book of Wisdom
emphasizes the nature of wisdom as a divine gift and discusses the importance of living in
accordance with God's will. Meanwhile, Maccabees recount historical events that highlight the
struggles of the Jewish people, which enrich the narrative of salvation history.

Moreover, the presence of these Deuterocanonical texts in the Catholic canon underscores the
Church's belief in the continuity of divine revelation, suggesting that God continued to communicate
with His people beyond the time of the Old Testament prophets.

Historical Context of the Catholic Bible
The formation of the Catholic Bible was a gradual process that involved various councils and debates
among early Christians. The canon of the Old Testament was largely settled by the early centuries of
the Common Era, but the New Testament canon took longer to formalize. Various Christian
communities used different texts, leading to discussions about which writings were genuinely inspired
by God.

In 382 AD, the Council of Rome, under Pope Damasus I, affirmed the canon of the Bible, including the
Deuterocanonical books. This decision was further reinforced at the Council of Carthage in 397 AD
and later confirmed by the Council of Trent in the 16th century in response to the Protestant
Reformation. The Council of Trent defined the canon of the Catholic Bible as it is known today,
solidifying the inclusion of the Deuterocanonical books as an integral part of sacred scripture.

Common Questions About the Catholic Bible
As interest in the Catholic Bible grows, many people have specific questions regarding its contents,
history, and significance. Below, we address some of the most frequently asked questions
surrounding how many books are in the Catholic Bible and related topics.

Q: How many books are in the Catholic Bible compared to
other Christian Bibles?
A: The Catholic Bible contains 73 books, while most Protestant Bibles contain 66 books, as they



exclude the Deuterocanonical books.

Q: What are the Deuterocanonical books?
A: The Deuterocanonical books are a set of texts included in the Catholic Old Testament but excluded
from the Protestant canon. They include Tobit, Judith, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, and 1 and 2
Maccabees.

Q: Why do Catholics include the Deuterocanonical books?
A: Catholics include the Deuterocanonical books because they believe these texts are divinely
inspired and contribute to the understanding of salvation history and moral teachings.

Q: What is the significance of the New Testament in the
Catholic Bible?
A: The New Testament, comprising 27 books, is significant as it contains the teachings of Jesus Christ,
the accounts of His life, and the early Church's teachings, forming the foundation of Christian belief.

Q: How did the Catholic Church determine the canon of the
Bible?
A: The canon of the Bible was determined through a series of councils and discussions among early
Church leaders who sought to identify which texts were inspired by God and authoritative for
teaching.

Q: Are there different translations of the Catholic Bible?
A: Yes, there are various translations of the Catholic Bible, including the New American Bible (NAB),
the Douay-Rheims Bible, and the Revised Standard Version Catholic Edition (RSV-CE), each with its
unique style and approach.

Q: What role do the Church Fathers play in the context of the
Catholic Bible?
A: The Church Fathers were early Christian theologians and leaders whose writings and teachings
helped shape the understanding of the Bible and the development of the canon, providing context
and interpretation for the scriptures.

Q: Why is the Catholic Bible important for Catholics today?
A: The Catholic Bible is important for Catholics as it serves as the foundation for faith, moral guidance,
and spiritual growth, connecting believers with the teachings of Christ and the history of salvation.



Q: How do Catholics approach the interpretation of the Bible?
A: Catholics approach the interpretation of the Bible through the lens of Tradition, the Magisterium
(teaching authority of the Church), and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, emphasizing a holistic
understanding of scripture in context.

Q: Can non-Catholics read the Catholic Bible?
A: Yes, non-Catholics are welcome to read the Catholic Bible. It is a valuable resource for
understanding Christian teachings and the historical context of the faith.
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