
vlookup excel two workbooks
vlookup excel two workbooks is a powerful function in Microsoft Excel that allows users
to search for specific data across different workbooks. This capability is particularly useful
when managing large datasets that are spread over multiple files. In this article, we will
explore the intricacies of using VLOOKUP across two workbooks, including syntax,
practical examples, common errors, and tips for effective usage. By the end of this guide,
you will be equipped with the knowledge to efficiently utilize VLOOKUP in your Excel
projects involving multiple workbooks.
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Understanding VLOOKUP Function

The VLOOKUP function, which stands for "Vertical Lookup," is designed to search for a
value in the first column of a specified range and return a corresponding value from
another column, based on that match. The basic syntax of the VLOOKUP function is:

VLOOKUP(lookup_value, table_array, col_index_num, [range_lookup])

Where:

lookup_value: The value you want to search for.

table_array: The range of cells that contains the data.

col_index_num: The column number in the table from which to retrieve the value.

range_lookup: An optional argument that specifies whether to find an exact match



(FALSE) or an approximate match (TRUE).

This function is widely used for data analysis tasks and is particularly effective for merging
datasets or retrieving information from large tables. Understanding how to use VLOOKUP
effectively is essential for any Excel user, especially when dealing with multiple
workbooks.

Setting Up Two Workbooks

Before using VLOOKUP across two workbooks, it is important to ensure both workbooks
are set up correctly. Here are the steps to prepare your workbooks:

Open both workbooks: Make sure that both the source workbook (where the data1.
is being pulled from) and the destination workbook (where you want to display the
results) are open in Excel.

Organize your data: Ensure that the data you wish to use with VLOOKUP is2.
organized in a tabular format, with headers for each column in both workbooks.

Identify the lookup value: Determine which column in the destination workbook3.
will contain the lookup value that you want to match against the source workbook.

By organizing your data and ensuring both workbooks are open, you create a conducive
environment for successfully implementing the VLOOKUP function.

Using VLOOKUP Across Workbooks

To effectively use the VLOOKUP function across two workbooks, follow these steps:

Step 1: Write the VLOOKUP Formula

In the destination workbook, select the cell where you want the VLOOKUP result to
appear. Begin typing the VLOOKUP formula. Here’s an example:

=VLOOKUP(A2, '[SourceWorkbook.xlsx]Sheet1'!$A$1:$C$100, 2, FALSE)

In this formula:



A2: This is the cell containing the lookup value in the destination workbook.

[SourceWorkbook.xlsx]Sheet1: This specifies the source workbook and the sheet
name where the data is located.

$A$1:$C$100: This is the range in the source workbook that contains the data for
the lookup.

2: This is the column index number of the value to return (in this case, the second
column of the specified range).

FALSE: This indicates that we want an exact match.

Step 2: Drag the Formula Down

After entering the formula, you can drag the fill handle down to apply the formula to other
cells in the column. Excel will automatically adjust the formula for each row, maintaining
the reference to the source workbook.

Step 3: Save and Test

Save both workbooks to ensure your changes are not lost. Test the VLOOKUP by changing
values in the source workbook and observing the results in the destination workbook to
ensure everything is functioning correctly.

Common Errors and Troubleshooting


