best cpa study guides

best cpa study guides are essential tools for anyone preparing for the Certified Public Accountant
(CPA) exam. These guides provide structured content that covers the vast material included in the
CPA syllabus, making it easier for candidates to study effectively and efficiently. With various study
aids available, from textbooks to online courses, understanding the best resources is crucial for
success. This article will explore the top CPA study guides available on the market, their unique
features, and how they can enhance your study experience. We will also discuss key factors to
consider when selecting a study guide and provide recommendations tailored to different learning
styles.
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Understanding CPA Exam Structure

Before diving into the best CPA study guides, it's essential to understand the structure of the CPA
exam itself. The CPA exam consists of four main sections: Auditing and Attestation (AUD), Business
Environment and Concepts (BEC), Financial Accounting and Reporting (FAR), and Regulation (REG).
Each section has a different focus and requires a unique approach to studying.

The exam is computer-based and includes multiple-choice questions, task-based simulations, and
written communications. Each section is designed to test a candidate’s knowledge and skills in
accounting, auditing, and regulatory standards. To pass the CPA exam, candidates must score at least
75 on each section, which emphasizes the importance of comprehensive study materials.

Top CPA Study Guides Reviewed

Numerous CPA study guides are available, each offering a variety of resources. Below, we review
some of the best CPA study guides based on their effectiveness, user feedback, and unique features.

1. Becker CPA Review

Becker CPA Review is one of the most recognized names in CPA exam preparation. It offers a



comprehensive curriculum, including textbooks, video lectures, and practice questions. Becker's
adaptive learning technology tailors study plans to individual strengths and weaknesses, making it an
excellent choice for personalized study paths. Its extensive question bank and simulated exams help
candidates prepare effectively and gain confidence.

2. Wiley CPAexcel

Wiley CPAexcel is known for its bite-sized lessons that make learning manageable and efficient. The
platform provides access to a vast library of practice questions and video lectures. Wiley's focus on
continuous learning allows candidates to revisit topics and track progress over time. Additionally, its
study planner enables users to create a customized study schedule that fits their needs.

3. Roger CPA Review

Roger CPA Review stands out with its engaging video content and unique mnemonics. The program
includes a comprehensive set of study materials, including textbooks, video lectures, and practice
questions. Roger’s interactive approach helps retain information more effectively, making it suitable
for visual and auditory learners. Furthermore, the program offers a money-back guarantee, reflecting
its confidence in the quality of its materials.

4. Gleim CPA Review

Gleim CPA Review is praised for its detailed explanation of concepts and extensive practice questions.
The study materials are well-structured and include a variety of resources, such as textbooks, online
courses, and practice exams. Gleim’s adaptive learning technology helps candidates focus on areas
that need improvement, allowing for more efficient study sessions. The program also offers an in-
depth analysis of performance, which is invaluable for tracking progress.

5. Surgent CPA Review

Surgent CPA Review is notable for its adaptive learning technology that customizes the study
experience based on a candidate’s performance. The program identifies strengths and weaknesses,
allowing users to focus on the most critical areas. Surgent also offers a large question bank and video
lectures, making it a well-rounded option for CPA exam preparation. Its short, focused study sessions
cater to busy professionals aiming to balance work and study.

Choosing the Right CPA Study Guide

With numerous CPA study guides available, selecting the right one can be overwhelming. Here are
some key factors to consider when choosing a study guide:

e Learning Style: Identify whether you are a visual, auditory, or kinesthetic learner. Some study
guides offer video content, while others focus more on text or interactive questions.



e Content Coverage: Ensure the study guide covers all four sections of the CPA exam
comprehensively. Look for guides that provide detailed explanations and examples.

* Practice Questions: A robust question bank is crucial. Choose a guide that offers a variety of
guestions, including multiple-choice questions and simulations.

 Flexibility: Consider your schedule and study habits. Some programs offer self-paced options,
while others may have structured timelines.

e Cost: Evaluate your budget. While some programs may be more expensive, they might offer
additional resources or guarantees that justify the cost.

Tips for Effective CPA Exam Preparation

In addition to selecting the best CPA study guides, effective preparation strategies are vital for
success. Here are some tips to enhance your study experience:

e Create a Study Schedule: Plan your study sessions in advance, allocating enough time for
each section of the exam. Consistency is key to retaining information.

* Practice Regularly: Regularly practice with sample questions and simulated exams to
familiarize yourself with the exam format and improve your time management skills.

* Join a Study Group: Collaborating with peers can provide motivation, different perspectives,
and additional resources. Study groups can facilitate discussion and enhance understanding.

e Take Breaks: Avoid burnout by incorporating regular breaks into your study routine. Short
breaks can help refresh your mind and improve focus.

* Review Mistakes: Analyze your practice test results to identify weak areas. Focus your studies
on these topics to ensure a well-rounded understanding.

Conclusion

Success in the CPA exam requires a solid study plan, effective materials, and dedicated effort. The
best CPA study guides provide structured content, practice questions, and resources tailored to
various learning styles. Becker, Wiley, Roger, Gleim, and Surgent are among the top choices, each
offering unique features that cater to different needs. By considering your learning style, evaluating
various options, and implementing effective study strategies, you can enhance your chances of
passing the CPA exam and achieving your professional goals.



Q: What are the best CPA study guides available?

A: Some of the best CPA study guides include Becker CPA Review, Wiley CPAexcel, Roger CPA Review,
Gleim CPA Review, and Surgent CPA Review. Each offers unique features tailored to various learning
styles.

Q: How do | choose the right CPA study guide for my needs?

A: To choose the right CPA study guide, consider your learning style, the content coverage of the
guide, the availability of practice questions, flexibility in studying, and your budget. Analyzing these
factors can help you find the most suitable resource.

Q: Are online CPA study guides effective?

A: Yes, online CPA study guides can be very effective. They often include interactive content, video
lectures, and adaptive learning technologies that cater to individual needs, making them a popular
choice for many candidates.

Q: How much time should | dedicate to studying for the CPA
exam?

A: The amount of time required for CPA exam preparation varies by individual, but it is generally
recommended to dedicate at least 300 to 400 hours of study time per section. Creating a study
schedule can help manage this time effectively.

Q: What is the best way to prepare for CPA exam simulations?

A: To prepare for CPA exam simulations, practice with task-based simulation questions included in
your study guides. Familiarizing yourself with the format and types of questions will help increase
your comfort level on exam day.

Q: Should I join a CPA study group?

A: Joining a CPA study group can be beneficial. It offers support, motivation, and the opportunity to
discuss complex topics with peers, which can enhance understanding and retention of material.

Q: What resources should | focus on while studying?

A: Focus on a combination of comprehensive study guides, practice questions, video lectures, and
review materials. Ensure you cover all sections of the CPA exam thoroughly.



Q: How important is practice testing in CPA exam
preparation?

A: Practice testing is crucial in CPA exam preparation. It helps you familiarize yourself with the exam
format, improve time management skills, and identify areas that require further study.

Q: Can | pass the CPA exam with self-study?

A: Yes, many candidates successfully pass the CPA exam through self-study, especially when using
high-quality study guides and resources. Consistency and disciplined study habits are key to success.

Q: What is the typical pass rate for the CPA exam?

A: The typical pass rate for the CPA exam varies by section and can range from approximately 45% to
60%. Preparation with effective study guides can significantly improve your chances of passing.
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