WHICH URINAL TO USE QUIZ

THe URINAL ETIQUETTE ENiGMA: A CoMPREHENSIVE Quiz GUIDE

WHICH URINAL TO USE QUIZ OFTEN SPARKS A CURIOUS MIX OF AMUSEMENT AND GENUINE INQUIRY. NAVIGATING THE SUBTLE
SOCIAL DYNAMICS OF A PUBLIC RESTROOM CAN FEEL SURPRISINGLY COMPLEX, AND UNDERSTANDING THE UNWRITTEN RULES OF
URINAL SELECTION IS KEY TO A COMFORTABLE EXPERIENCE FOR EVERYONE. THIS ARTICLE DELVES DEEP INTO THE ART AND SCIENCE
OF CHOOSING THE RIGHT URINAL, OFFERING A COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE THAT GOES BEYOND MERE PREFERENCE TO EXPLORE FACTORS
LIKE PRIVACY, ACOUSTICS, AND EVEN THE FLOW OF TRAFFIC. WE'LL BREAK DOWN COMMON SCENARIOS AND PROVIDE CLEAR,
ACTIONABLE ADVICE, TRANSFORMING POTENTIAL AWK\ ARDNESS INTO CONFIDENT URINALMANSHIP. GET READY TO TEST YOUR
KNOWLEDGE AND ELEVATE YOUR RESTROOM ETIQUETTE.
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UNDERSTANDING URINAL ETIQUETTE: THE BASICS

THE FUNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLE GOVERNING URINAL SELECTION IS CONSIDERATION FOR OTHERS. IT'S A SHARED SPACE, AND WHILE
INDIVIDUAL NEEDS VARY, A COLLECTIVE UNDERSTANDING OF SOCIAL CUES ENSURES A MORE PLEASANT ENVIRONMENT FOR ALL
USERS. AT ITS CORE, GOOD URINAL ETIQUETTE PRIORITIZES PRIVACY, MINIMIZES UNNECESSARY PROXIMITY, AND RESPECTS THE
FLOW OF ACTIVITY WITHIN THE RESTROOM. |GNORING THESE PRINCIPLES CAN LEAD TO DISCOMFORT, AWK\ ARDNESS, AND EVEN
PASSIVE-AGGRESSIVE EXCHANGES, NONE OF WHICH ENHANCE ANYONE'S DAY.

W/HEN YOU ENTER A RESTROOM, THE FIRST THING TO ASSESS IS THE OCCUPANCY AND THE ARRANGEMENT OF AV AILABLE
URINALS. THIS ISN,TJUST ABOUT FINDING THE CLOSEST EMPTY ONE;, IT'S ABOUT MAKING A CHOICE THAT REFLECTS AN

AW ARENESS OF THE CURRENT SITUATION. THINK OF IT LIKE CHOOSING A SEAT IN A LECTURE HALL OR A SPOT AT A CROWDED
BAR — THERE ARE GENERALLY ACCEPTED NORMS THAT MOST PEOPLE FOLLOW WITHOUT EXPLICIT INSTRUCTION. MASTERING
THESE NORMS IS THE FIRST STEP TOWARDS BECOMING A SEASONED RESTROOM PATRON.

THe GoLDEN RULE oF SPACING

THE MOST WIDELY RECOGNIZED RULE OF URINAL ETIQUETTE IS TO MAINTAIN A BUFFER ZONE. IDEALLY, YOU SHOULD ALWAYS
LEAVE AT LEAST ONE EMPTY URINAL BETWEEN YOURSELF AND THE NEAREST OCCUPIED URINAL. THIS PRINCIPLE, OFTEN REFERRED
TO AS THE “ONE-URINAL GAP” OR “THE PEE-BETWEEN" RULE, IS PARAMOUNT FOR ENSURING PERSONAL SPACE AND COMFORT.
IT'S A SIMPLE YET EFFECTIVE WAY TO GRANT A SENSE OF PRIVACY IN A PUBLIC SETTING.

W/HY IS THIS SO IMPORTANT? IMAGINE WALKING INTO A RESTROOM WITH MULTIPLE URINALS, AND THE FIRST TWO ARE
OCCUPIED. IF YOU CHOOSE THE THIRD ONE RIGHT NEXT TO AN OCCUPIED URINAL, THE PERSON ALREADY THERE MIGHT FEEL
ENCROACHED UPON. CONVERSELY/ IF YOU CHOOSE THE FOURTH URINAL, LEAVING THE THIRD EMPTY, YOU’VE CREATED A
COMFORTABLE DISTANCE FOR BOTH YOURSELF AND THE EXISTING USER. THIS APPLIES WHETHER THE RESTROOM IS BUSY OR
NEARLY EMPTY, THE PRINCIPLE OF SPACING REMAINS CONSISTENT.



ASSESSING URINAL AVAILABILITY AND TRAFFIC FLOW

BEFORE MAKING ANY MOVE, TAKE A MOMENT TO SURVEY THE LANDSCAPE. IF THERE ARE MULTIPLE UNOCCUPIED URINALS, AND THE
RESTROOM IS NOT CROWDED, THE " ONE-URINAL GAP” IS STILL YOUR BEST BET. HO\X/EVER, IF THE RESTROOM IS BUSY AND ALL
URINALS ARE OCCUPIED WITH THE “ONE-URINAL GAP” ALREADY IN EFFECT, YOU MAY HAVE TO TAKE A URINAL ADJACENT TO
ANOTHER. IN SUCH A SITUATION, THE ETIQUETTE DICTATES THAT YOU CHOOSE THE FURTHEST AVAILABLE URINAL FROM THE
ENTRANCE, ALLOWING OTHERS TO MAINTAIN THEIR PREFERRED SPACING IF POSSIBLE.

CONSIDER ALSO THE ENTRANCE AND EXIT POINTS OF THE RESTROOM. |[F A URINAL IS DIRECTLY IN THE LINE OF SIGHT OR PATH OF
SOMEONE ENTERING OR LEAVING, IT MIGHT BE LESS DESIRABLE. THE GOAL IS TO MINIMIZE DIRECT INTERACTION AND MAINTAIN A
SENSE OF PERSONAL SANCTUARY, EVEN IN THE MOST UTILITARIAN OF SPACES. UNDERSTANDING HOW PEOPLE MOVE THROUGH
THE ROOM WILL SUBTLY INFORM YOUR DECISION.

THe PsycHoLoGY oF URINAL SPACING

THE INSTINCT TO MAINTAIN DISTANCE AT URINALS IS DEEPLY ROOTED IN HUMAN PSYCHOLOGY, EXTENDING BEYOND SIMPLE

POLITENESS. |T TOUCHES UPON OUR INNATE NEED FOR PRIVACY AND TERRITORIALITY, EVEN IN ENVIRONMENTS DESIGNED FOR
SHARED USE. THE OPEN NATURE OF URINALS, BY DEFINITION, NECESSITATES A CONSCIOUS EFFORT TO CREATE A PERSONAL
BUBBLE.

THIS PSYCHOLOGICAL NEED FOR SPACE IS AMPLIFIED IN A PUBLIC RESTROOM DUE TO THE INTIMATE NATURE OF THE ACT BEING
PERFORMED. UNLIKE SITTING AT A SHARED TABLE OR STANDING IN A QUEUE, USING A URINAL INVOLVES A LEVEL OF PERSONAL
EXPOSURE THAT MAKES PROXIMITY PARTICULARLY SENSITIVE. THEREFORE, THE UNWRITTEN RULES ARE DESIGNED TO MITIGATE
THIS INHERENT VULNERABILITY.

THe “SociAL VACUUM” PRINCIPLE

THIs CONCEPT, SOMETIMES REFERRED TO AS THE “sociAL VACUUM” AROUND URINALS, EXPLAINS WHY PEOPLE NATURALLY
GRAVITATE TOWARDS UNOCCUPIED URINALS WITH SPACE BETWEEN THEM. W/HEN A URINAL IS OCCUPIED, IT CREATES AN
INVISIBLE ZONE OF DISCOMFORT FOR OTHERS IF ANOTHER URINAL IS AVAILABLE IMMEDIATELY NEXT TO IT. THIS ZONE IS NOT
DICTATED BY PHYSICAL BARRIERS BUT BY PSYCHOLOGICAL ONES.

THINK OF IT AS A FORM OF SUBCONSCIOUS SOCIAL BUFFERING. W/E ARE ACTIVELY TRYING TO AVOID DIRECT VISUAL OR
AUDITORY INTRUSION. BY LEAVING AN EMPTY URINAL, WE ARE ESSENTIALLY CREATING A SMALL, TEMPORARY TERRITORY THAT
GRANTS US AND THE ADJACENT USER A MEASURE OF PRIVACY. THIS IS WHY, EVEN IN A DESERTED RESTROOM, YOU MIGHT FIND
YOURSELF INSTINCTIVELY CHOOSING A URINAL WITH AT LEAST ONE EMPTY SPACE BESIDE IT.

UNDERSTANDING URGENCY VS. PRIVACY

\W/HILE THE IDEAL SCENARIO ALWAYS INVOLVES MAINTAINING A COMFORTABLE DISTANCE, REAL-LIFE SITUATIONS CAN PRESENT A
CONFLICT BETWEEN URGENCY AND THE DESIRE FOR PRIVACY. |[F YOU ARE IN A RUSH AND ALL URINALS ARE OCCUPIED, WITH THE

“ ONE-URINAL GAP” RULE ALREADY IN EFFECT, YOU MIGHT FIND YOURSELF NEEDING TO USE A URINAL DIRECTLY NEXT TO ANOTHER
PERSON. IN SUCH INSTANCES, THE ETIQUETTE SHIFTS SLIGHTLY.

THE FOCUS BECOMES ON BEING AS UNOBTRUSIVE AS POSSIBLE. AVOID MAKING EYE CONTACT, ENGAGE IN MINIMAL
CONVERSATION, AND COMPLETE YOUR BUSINESS EFFICIENTLY. THE UNDERSTANDING IS THAT WHEN CIRCUMSTANCES FORCE
PROXIMITY, EVERYONE SHOULD STRIVE TO MAKE THE INTERACTION AS BRIEF AND DISCREET AS POSSIBLE. THE SHARED
PREDICAMENT OFTEN FOSTERS A SILENT SOLIDARITY AMONGST USERS.



ANALYZING URINAL TYPES AND THEIR IMPLICATIONS

THE PHYSICAL DESIGN OF URINALS CAN SUBTLY INFLUENCE HOW THEY ARE USED AND PERCEIVED. W/HILE THE CORE PRINCIPLES OF
ETIQUETTE REMAIN CONSTANT, DIFFERENT TYPES OF URINALS MIGHT OFFER VARYING LEVELS OF PRIVACY OR ACOUSTIC
PROPERTIES, WHICH CAN BE A MINOR CONSIDERATION IN YOUR SELECTION PROCESS.

FROM SLEEK, MINIMALIST DESIGNS TO THOSE WITH INTEGRATED DIVIDERS, EACH URINAL TYPE AIMS TO SERVE ITS FUNCTION.
HOWEVER, THE PRACTICAL IMPLICATIONS FOR USER COMFORT AND ADHERENCE TO SOCIAL NORMS CAN DIFFER. UNDERSTANDING
THESE VARIATIONS CAN ADD ANOTHER LAYER TO YOUR “WHICH URINAL TO USE QUIZ” STRATEGY.

THE STANDARD STALL-LESS URINAL

THIS IS THE MOST COMMON TYPE, CHARACTERIZED BY ITS OPEN DESIGN. THESE URINALS ARE TYPICALLY MOUNTED ON A WALL
AND ARE WHAT MOST PEOPLE PICTURE WHEN THINKING ABOUT PUBLIC RESTROOMS. THEIR SIMPLICITY MEANS THAT THE PRIMARY
DETERMINANT OF COMFORT IS SPACING BETWEEN THEM. THE LACK OF PHYSICAL BARRIERS MAKES ADHERENCE TO THE ~ONE-URINAL
GAP” RULE EVEN MORE CRITICAL.

THE ACOUSTIC PROPERTIES OF THESE URINALS CAN ALSO PLAY A ROLE. SOME MIGHT BE MORE RESONANT THAN OTHERS, MEANING
SOUNDS MIGHT CARRY FURTHER. THIS REINFORCES THE IMPORTANCE OF DISCRETE USAGE AND RESPECTING THE UNSPOKEN
UNDERSTANDING OF PRIVACY THAT SURROUNDS THESE FIXTURES.

URINALS WITH SPLASH GUARDS AND DIVIDERS

SOME MODERN URINALS INCORPORATE BUILT-IN SPLASH GUARDS OR EVEN PARTIAL DIVIDERS BETWEEN THEM. THESE FEATURES
ARE DESIGNED TO ENHANCE PRIVACY AND REDUCE SPLASHING, OFFERING A SLIGHTLY MORE ENCLOSED EXPERIENCE. W/HILE THEY
PROVIDE A DEGREE OF SEPARATION, THEY DO NOT NEGATE THE NEED FOR MINDFUL SPACING.

EVEN WITH DIVIDERS, MAINTAINING THE “ONE-URINAL GAP” IS STILL CONSIDERED GOOD PRACTICE. THE DIVIDERS ARE A
SUPPLEMENTARY AID TO PRIVACY, NOT A REPLACEMENT FOR RESPECTING PERSONAL SPACE. IF A URINAL WITH A DIVIDER IS
AV AILABLE AND OFFERS A COMFORTABLE GAP, IT MIGHT BE A PREFERRED CHOICE FOR THOSE SEEKING MAXIMUM DISCRETION.

W ATERLESS URINALS

W/ ATERLESS URINALS ARE DESIGNED FOR WATER CONSERVATION AND OPERATE DIFFERENTLY. THEY USE A SPECIAL TRAP THAT
SEALS IN ODORS. FROM AN ETIQUETTE STANDPOINT, THEY FUNCTION MUCH LIKE STANDARD URINALS. THE PRINCIPLES OF SPACING
AND CONSIDERATION FOR OTHERS STILL APPLY FULLY. THE ABSENCE OF FLUSHING WATER MIGHT SLIGHTLY ALTER THE ACOUSTIC
ENVIRONMENT, BUT THE CORE SOCIAL RULES REMAIN UNCHANGED.

THE KEY TAKEAWAY WITH ANY URINAL TYPE IS THAT THE UNDERLYING PRINCIPLE OF RESPECTING THE PERSONAL SPACE OF
OTHERS IS UNIVERSAL. THE PHYSICAL DESIGN MAY OFFER MINOR VARIATIONS, BUT THE HUMAN ELEMENT OF CONSIDERATION IS
WHAT TRULY DICTATES PROPER USAGE.

SceNARIO-BASED URINAL SELECTION

NAVIGATING THE “WHICH URINAL TO USE QUIZ” OFTEN COMES DOWN TO PRACTICAL APPLICATION IN VARIOUS REAL-\WORLD
SCENARIOS. EACH SITUATION PRESENTS ITS OWN UNIQUE CHALLENGES AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR DEMONSTRATING PROPER



RESTROOM ETIQUETTE.

LET’'S BREAK DOWN SOME COMMON SCENARIOS TO SOLIDIFY YOUR UNDERSTANDING AND BUILD CONFIDENCE IN MAKING THE RIGHT
CHOICE EVERY TIME. THESE EXAMPLES WILL HELP YOU INTERNALIZE THE PRINCIPLES WE'VE DISCUSSED AND APPLY THEM
EFFECTIVELY.

SCENARIO 1: THE NEARLY EMPTY RESTROOM

YOU WALK INTO A RESTROOM WITH ONLY ONE OTHER PERSON USING A URINAL AT THE FAR END. T HERE ARE THREE EMPTY
URINALS BETWEEN YOU AND THEM. WHAT DO YOU DO?

o BesT CHoICE: USE THE URINAL FURTHEST FROM THE OCCUPIED ONE, LEAVING AT LEAST ONE EMPTY URINAL BETWEEN
YoU. THIS MAINTAINS THE MAXIMUM POSSIBLE PRIVACY FOR BOTH INDIVIDUALS.

e ACCEPTABLE (BUT LESS IDEAL)! USE THE URINAL DIRECTLY NEXT TO THE OCCUPIED ONE, ONLY IF IT'S THE ABSOLUTE
CLOSEST AND YOU HAVE A GENUINE URGENCY. HO\X/EVER, THIS SHOULD BE A LAST RESORT.

® AvoID: USING THE URINAL DIRECTLY NEXT TO THE OCCUPIED ONE IF THERE ARE OTHER OPTIONS AVAILABLE, EVEN IF IT's
CLOSER TO THE ENTRANCE.

SCeNARIO 2: THE Busy ReEsTrRoOOM

YOU ENTER A RESTROOM WHERE ALL URINALS ARE OCCUPIED, AND THE “ ONE-URINAL GAP” IS ALREADY IN EFFECT (MEANING NO
TWO ADJACENT URINALS ARE EMPTY). THERE'S ONE URINAL AVAILABLE.

o ACTION: USE THE AVAILABLE URINAL. SINCE THE STANDARD SPACING IS ALREADY IN PLACE, YOU ARE ESSENTIALLY
JOINING A SITUATION WHERE PROXIMITY IS UNAVOIDABLE. BE DISCREET AND EFFICIENT.

o CONSIDER: IF THE AVAILABLE URINAL IS AT AN END, AND THE PERSON USING THE ADJACENT URINAL IS FACING AWAY FROM
THE ENTRANCE, CHOOSING THAT END URINAL MIGHT OFFER A SLIGHTLY BETTER VISUAL BUFFER THAN ONE IN THE MIDDLE.

SCeNARIO 3: ENTERING A Row ofF EMPTY URINALS

YOU WALK INTO A RESTROOM WITH A LONG ROW OF UNOCCUPIED URINALS. THERE ARE NO OTHER USERS PRESENT.

e BesT CHolce: CHOOSE A URINAL SOMEWHERE IN THE MIDDLE OF THE ROW, LEAVING EMPTY URINALS ON BOTH SIDES. THIS
SETS A PRECEDENT FOR PRIVACY AND COMFORT SHOULD SOMEONE ELSE ENTER.

® ALTERNATIVE: CHOOSING AN END URINAL IS ALSO ACCEPTABLE, AS IT NATURALLY PROVIDES MAXIMUM SEPARATION.
THE KEY IS TO NOT IMMEDIATELY FILL UP THE URINALS CLOSEST TO THE ENTRANCE IF OTHER OPTIONS ARE READILY
AVAILABLE.



SceNARIO 4: THE URINAL NEXT TO THE ENTRANCE

THERE IS AN OCCUPIED URINAL DIRECTLY NEXT TO THE RESTROOM ENTRANCE. THE NEXT AVAILABLE URINAL IS DIRECTLY
ADJACENT TO IT.

o BesT CHOICE: IF THE RESTROOM IS NOT CROWDED, AND YOU DON'T HAVE EXTREME URGENCY, CONSIDER WAITING OR
USING A DIFFERENT URINAL IF ONE BECOMES AVAILABLE FURTHER DOWN.

® |F YOU MUST USE IT: APPROACH THE URINAL DISCREETLY AND BE AS QUICK AND UNOBTRUSIVE AS POSSIBLE.

ADVANCED URINAL STRATEGIES

BEYOND THE FUNDAMENTAL RULES, A FEW ADVANCED STRATEGIES CAN FURTHER ENHANCE YOUR RESTROOM EXPERIENCE AND
DEMONSTRATE A HIGHER LEVEL OF SITUATIONAL AWARENESS. |HESE OFTEN COME INTO PLAY IN LESS STRAIGHTFORW ARD
SITUATIONS OR WHEN AIMING FOR PEAK EFFICIENCY AND COMFORT.

MASTERING THESE NUANCES CAN MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE A TRUE PRO IN NAVIGATING THE OFTEN-OVERLOOKED ASPECTS OF PUBLIC
RESTROOM USE. |T°S ABOUT THINKING AHEAD AND ANTICIPATING THE NEEDS OF OTHERS, EVEN IN FLEETING MOMENTS.

THe "ENp URINAL” ADVANTAGE

EnD URINALS, THOSE AT EITHER END OF A ROW, OFTEN OFFER A SUBTLE ADVANTAGE. THEY NATURALLY PROVIDE A BUFFER ON
ONE SIDE, MEANING YOU ONLY NEED TO WORRY ABOUT SPACING ON ONE ADJACENT SIDE. THIS CAN BE A PREFERRED CHOICE WHEN
AVAILABLE, ESPECIALLY IF THE RESTROOM IS MODERATELY BUSY.

IF YOU ARE THE FIRST PERSON TO USE A ROW OF URINALS, CHOOSING AN END URINAL IS A PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE AND
CONSIDERATE MOVE. |T ALLOWS SUBSEQUENT USERS TO MAINTAIN THE “ONE-URINAL GAP” EASILY BY SIMPLY CHOOSING THE
NEXT AVAILABLE END OR BY LEAVING A GAP.

MINIMIZING AUDITORY DISTRACTIONS

W/HILE NOT STRICTLY ABOUT SELECTION, BEING MINDFUL OF SOUND IS PART OF ADVANCED URINAL ETIQUETTE. THIS MEANS
AVOIDING UNNECESSARY NOISE, SUCH AS LOUD FLUSHING (IF MANUAL) OR PROLONGED RINSING. THE PHYSICAL ACT OF USING THE
URINAL IS OFTEN ACCOMPANIED BY SOME LEVEL OF SOUND, BUT MINIMIZING IT BEYOND WHAT IS NECESSARY CONTRIBUTES TO A
MORE PEACEFUL ENVIRONMENT.

THIS ALSO EXTENDS TO POST-USE BEHAVIOR. ENSURE YOU COMPLETE YOUR HYGIENE ROUTINE WITHOUT EXCESSIVE SPLASHING
OR NOISE. THE GOAL IS TO BE AS INCONSPICUOUS AS POSSIBLE, ALLOWING EVERYONE TO MAINTAIN THEIR PRIVACY AND
COMFORT.

THe “"FLow oF TrRAFFIC” CONSIDERATION

IN BUSIER RESTROOMS, OBSERVE THE GENERAL FLOW OF PEOPLE. ARE MOST PEOPLE ENTERING FROM A SPECIFIC DOOR AND
HEADING TOWARDS A PARTICULAR BANK OF URINALS? UNDERSTANDING THIS CAN HELP YOU MAKE A CHOICE THAT IS OUT OF THE



MAIN PATH OR THAT ALLOWS OTHERS TO ENTER AND EXIT WITH MINIMAL DISRUPTION.

For INSTANCE, IF PEOPLE TEND TO ENTER AND IMMEDIATELY GO TO THE URINALS CLOSEST TO THE DOOR, CHOOSING ONE
FURTHER DOWN THE LINE MIGHT BE A MORE CONSIDERATE OPTION IF IT ALIGNS WITH SPACING PRINCIPLES. |T'S ABOUT BEING PART
OF THE SYSTEM WITHOUT DISRUPTING IT.

FREQUENTLY AskeDp QUESTIONS ABoUT URINAL CHOICE

Q: Does THE “ONE-URINAL GAP” RULE APPLY IF |'M THE ONLY ONE IN THE RESTROOM?

A: WHILE THE RULE IS PRIMARILY ABOUT AVOIDING PROXIMITY TO OTHERS, IT’S STILL GOOD PRACTICE TO CHOOSE A URINAL
WITH SPACE AROUND IT EVEN WHEN ALONE. THIS HABIT ENSURES YOU'RE ALREADY ADHERING TO THE NORM SHOULD SOMEONE
ELSE ENTER, AND IT CAN ALSO FEEL MORE COMFORTABLE.

Q: WHAT IF ALL THE URINALS ARE OCCUPIED , AND THE CLOSEST AVAILABLE ONE IS
RIGHT NEXT TO SOMEONE?

A: IN THIS SITUATION, THE PRIORITY SHIFTS TO EFFICIENCY AND DISCRETION. USE THE AVAILABLE URINAL, BUT BE MINDFUL OF
MINIMIZING EYE CONTACT AND NOISE. THE UNSPOKEN UNDERSTANDING IS THAT EVERYONE IS DOING THEIR BEST UNDER THE
CIRCUMSTANCES.

Q: ARE THERE ANY SPECIFIC RULES ABOUT WHICH URINAL TO USE IN A THREE-URINAL
SETUP?

A: IN A THREE-URINAL SETUP, IF TWO ARE OCCUPIED WITH A GAP, AND ONE IS FREE, YOU SHOULD CHOOSE THE FREE URINAL. IF
ALL THREE ARE OCCUPIED, YOU'D USE THE REMAINING ONE. IF ONLY ONE IS OCCUPIED AT THE END, AND TWO ARE FREE, CHOOSE
THE FREE URINAL FURTHEST FROM THE OCCUPIED ONE.

Q: SHOULD | EVER USE A URINAL IF SOMEONE IS USING THE ONE DIRECTLY NEXT TO IT?

A: THIS IS GENERALLY DISCOURAGED UNLESS IT'S ABSOLUTELY NECESSARY DUE TO URGENCY OR A LACK OF OTHER AVAILABLE
URINALS. THE “ONE-URINAL GAP” IS THE STANDARD. IF FORCED TO SHARE, BE AS DISCREET AS POSSIBLE.

Q: DO DIFFERENT TYPES OF URINALS (E.G., WATERLESS) HAVE DIFFERENT ETIQUETTE
RULES?

A: NO/ THE FUNDAMENTAL RULES OF URINAL ETIQUETTE, PRIMARILY CONCERNING SPACING AND DISCRETION, APPLY UNIVERSALLY
REGARDLESS OF THE URINAL'S DESIGN OR WHETHER IT USES WATER OR NOT. THE GOAL IS ALWAYS TO RESPECT OTHERS'
PERSONAL SPACE.

Q: WHAT IF THE URINAL IS RIGHT NEXT TO A SINk? DOES THAT MATTER?

A: THE PROXIMITY OF A SINK TYPICALLY DOESN'T AFFECT URINAL ETIQUETTE RULES. THE PRIMARY CONSIDERATION IS THE
SPACE BETWEEN OCCUPIED URINALS. HO\X/EVER/ SOME INDIVIDUALS MIGHT PREFER URINALS FURTHER FROM HIGH-TRAFFIC AREAS
LIKE SINKS.



Q: IS IT OKAY TO CHOOSE THE URINAL CLOSEST TO THE DOOR IF IT'S THE ONLY ONE
AVAILABLE?

A: YES/ IF IT’S THE ONLY AVAILABLE OPTION, OR IF ALL OTHER URINALS ARE OCCUPIED AND THE GAP RULE IS ALREADY BEING
FOLLOWED, THEN USING THE URINAL CLOSEST TO THE DOOR IS PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE. URGENCY OFTEN DICTATES NECESSITY.
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