
transitive and intransitive verbs quiz
transitive and intransitive verbs quiz is an essential tool for mastering a fundamental aspect of
English grammar. Understanding the difference between verbs that require a direct object and those
that do not can significantly improve sentence clarity and writing precision. This article will delve into
the intricacies of transitive and intransitive verbs, providing detailed explanations and practical
examples to solidify your comprehension. We will explore how to identify these verb types, the
common pitfalls to avoid, and why this knowledge is crucial for effective communication. Ultimately,
by working through the concepts and engaging with the quiz-like approach we’ll present, you'll feel
more confident in your ability to use verbs correctly in all your writing.
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What Are Transitive Verbs?

Transitive verbs are action verbs that transfer their action from the subject of the sentence to a direct
object. Think of them as verbs that need a receiver for their action. Without a direct object, a
transitive verb often leaves a sentence feeling incomplete, as if the action hasn't fully landed. The
direct object answers the question "what?" or "whom?" after the verb. For instance, in the sentence
"The dog chased the ball," the subject is "dog," the verb is "chased," and the direct object is "ball"
because the dog chased what? The ball. This direct recipient of the action is key to understanding
transitivity.

These verbs are fundamental to constructing sentences with clear cause-and-effect relationships or
direct interactions. They enable us to express how one entity acts upon another. Without them, our
language would be far less dynamic and descriptive. Mastering transitive verbs means recognizing
that the verb's energy is directed outward towards something or someone. This outward projection is
what distinguishes them from their intransitive counterparts. Many common verbs in English, such as
"give," "take," "eat," "write," and "see," are frequently used as transitive verbs.

What Are Intransitive Verbs?

Intransitive verbs, on the other hand, do not require a direct object to complete their meaning. The
action of an intransitive verb is complete in itself; it doesn't transfer to anything or anyone else. These
verbs express a state of being, an action that occurs without an external recipient, or a movement
that doesn't affect another entity directly. For example, in the sentence "The baby slept," the verb



"slept" is intransitive. The baby performed the action of sleeping, and no other noun or pronoun
receives that action. The sentence makes perfect sense on its own.

Intransitive verbs often describe states, occurrences, or movements that are self-contained. Consider
verbs like "arrive," "depart," "smile," "laugh," or "die." When you say, "She arrived," the meaning is
complete. You don't need to ask "arrived whom?" or "arrived what?" Similarly, "He laughed" stands
alone. While an adverb might modify an intransitive verb (e.g., "He laughed heartily"), it doesn't serve
as a direct object. Understanding intransitive verbs helps you recognize sentences that are
grammatically sound without the need for further elaboration on the verb's action.

Identifying Transitive Verbs

The most reliable way to identify a transitive verb is to ask yourself if the verb is followed by a direct
object. The direct object is the noun or pronoun that directly receives the action of the verb. To find it,
ask "Subject + Verb + what?" or "Subject + Verb + whom?". If you can answer these questions with a
noun or pronoun in the sentence, you've likely found a transitive verb and its direct object.

Let's break down some examples to solidify this. In the sentence, "Maria baked a cake," the subject is
"Maria," and the verb is "baked." To find the direct object, we ask, "Maria baked what?" The answer is
"a cake." Therefore, "baked" is a transitive verb, and "cake" is its direct object. Consider another:
"The teacher explained the lesson." "The teacher" is the subject, "explained" is the verb. "The teacher
explained what?" The answer is "the lesson." So, "explained" is transitive. It's crucial to remember
that prepositions often follow verbs but do not indicate direct objects; only nouns or pronouns that
directly answer "what?" or "whom?" qualify.

Identifying Intransitive Verbs

Identifying intransitive verbs is often a process of elimination. If a verb is an action verb but does not
have a direct object receiving its action, it is likely intransitive. You can test this by trying to ask
"what?" or "whom?" after the verb. If the question doesn't make sense or can't be answered by a
noun or pronoun in the sentence, the verb is probably intransitive.

Take the sentence, "Birds fly." Here, "Birds" is the subject, and "fly" is the verb. "Birds fly what?" or
"Birds fly whom?" These questions don't yield sensible answers within the sentence. Therefore, "fly" is
acting as an intransitive verb. Another example: "He waited patiently." "He" is the subject, "waited" is
the verb. While "patiently" describes how he waited, it doesn't answer what he waited for in terms of
a direct object. Thus, "waited" is intransitive in this context. Sometimes, intransitive verbs are
followed by adverbs or prepositional phrases that add detail, but these elements are not direct
objects.

Verbs That Can Be Both Transitive and Intransitive



One of the trickiest aspects of English grammar is that many verbs can function as both transitive and
intransitive, depending on how they are used in a sentence. The context is king! Understanding this
duality is essential for accurate identification. For example, the verb "run" can be intransitive: "She
runs every morning." Here, "runs" is complete on its own. However, it can also be transitive: "He runs
the company." In this case, "runs" needs the direct object "company" to complete its meaning (He
runs what? The company).

Let's look at another common example: "read." As an intransitive verb, it might be: "He likes to read."
The action of reading is the focus, and no specific item is being read. But in the sentence, "She read a
fascinating book," "read" is transitive. She read what? A fascinating book. The ability of a verb to shift
its role highlights the importance of analyzing each sentence individually rather than memorizing lists
of transitive or intransitive verbs. Always ask yourself if there's a direct object answering "what?" or
"whom?" to determine the verb's function in that specific instance.

eat: Intransitive: "We eat at noon." Transitive: "I eat apples."

sing: Intransitive: "The birds sing beautifully." Transitive: "She sang a lullaby."

walk: Intransitive: "They walk to school." Transitive: "He walked the dog."

open: Intransitive: "The store opens at nine." Transitive: "He opened the door."

close: Intransitive: "The meeting closed late." Transitive: "She closed the book."

Common Mistakes with Transitive and Intransitive
Verbs

One frequent pitfall is mistaking a prepositional phrase for a direct object. For instance, in the
sentence "He looked at the painting," "looked" might seem transitive because it's followed by "the
painting." However, "at" is a preposition, and "the painting" is the object of the preposition, not the
direct object of "looked." "Looked" is intransitive here. You can't ask "He looked what?" and have "the
painting" be the direct answer. Instead, you ask "He looked at what?" which involves the preposition.

Another common error is assuming a verb is always transitive or always intransitive. As we've
discussed, many verbs change their function based on context. Failing to recognize this fluidity can
lead to misidentification. For example, calling "fly" always intransitive is incorrect because you can
"fly a kite" (transitive). Conversely, assuming "sleep" can take a direct object would be wrong ("He
slept the baby" is ungrammatical; you would say "He put the baby to sleep"). Always perform the
"what?" or "whom?" test in the specific sentence to confirm the verb's role.



Why This Distinction Matters

Mastering the difference between transitive and intransitive verbs is not just about academic
correctness; it's about clear and effective communication. When you correctly use transitive verbs
with their necessary direct objects, your sentences become more specific and impactful. They clearly
convey who or what is performing an action and what or whom is receiving it. This precision helps
your readers or listeners understand your message without ambiguity.

Conversely, knowing when a verb is intransitive allows you to construct concise and elegant
sentences that stand alone. It prevents you from adding unnecessary words or creating awkward
phrasing when an action is complete in itself. For writers, this understanding contributes to better
sentence structure, improved flow, and a more sophisticated command of the English language. It's a
building block for constructing complex sentences and avoiding common grammatical errors that can
detract from your overall message.

Putting Your Knowledge to the Test: A Practice Quiz

Let's see how well you've grasped the concepts! For each sentence below, identify the verb and
determine whether it is transitive or intransitive. If it's transitive, identify the direct object. This is your
chance to apply what you've learned.

The chef prepared a delicious meal.1.

The cat slept soundly on the rug.2.

She sings beautifully in the choir.3.

He wrote a long letter to his grandmother.4.

The sun rises in the east.5.

They discussed the project for hours.6.

The children played happily in the park.7.

My brother broke his arm.8.

Birds migrate south for the winter.9.

I will buy a new car next month.10.

Let's review the answers to our mini-quiz.
1. Verb: prepared. Transitive. Direct object: a delicious meal. (Prepared what?)
2. Verb: slept. Intransitive. (Slept what? doesn't apply)



3. Verb: sings. Intransitive. (Sings what? doesn't apply here; "beautifully" is an adverb)
4. Verb: wrote. Transitive. Direct object: a long letter. (Wrote what?)
5. Verb: rises. Intransitive. (Rises what? doesn't apply)
6. Verb: discussed. Transitive. Direct object: the project. (Discussed what?)
7. Verb: played. Intransitive. (Played what? doesn't apply here; "happily" and "in the park" are
adverbial)
8. Verb: broke. Transitive. Direct object: his arm. (Broke what?)
9. Verb: migrate. Intransitive. (Migrate what? doesn't apply)
10. Verb: buy. Transitive. Direct object: a new car. (Buy what?)

FAQ Section

Q: How can I quickly tell if a verb is transitive or intransitive
in a sentence?
A: The easiest way is to ask "what?" or "whom?" after the verb. If there's a noun or pronoun in the
sentence that answers that question and directly receives the action, the verb is transitive. If there's
no such word, or if the question doesn't make sense, it's likely intransitive.

Q: Are there any verbs that are always transitive?
A: While most verbs have the potential to be used in both ways depending on context, some verbs are
overwhelmingly used transitively, like "give," "send," "buy," or "teach." However, it's still best practice
to check the sentence itself for the presence of a direct object.

Q: Are there any verbs that are always intransitive?
A: Similarly, some verbs are almost exclusively used intransitively, such as "arrive," "depart," "sleep,"
"die," or "yawn." These verbs describe actions or states that don't typically transfer to an object. But
again, context is key.

Q: What is the role of adverbs and prepositional phrases with
intransitive verbs?
A: Adverbs modify verbs, telling us how, when, where, or why an action occurs. Prepositional phrases
also add detail, often indicating location, time, or manner. Neither adverbs nor prepositional phrases
function as direct objects. For example, in "She arrived late," "late" is an adverb, and "arrived" is
intransitive.

Q: Can a sentence have both transitive and intransitive verbs?
A: Absolutely! A sentence can contain multiple clauses, each with its own verb. For instance, "He ran
to the store and bought milk." Here, "ran" is intransitive, and "bought" is transitive with the direct



object "milk."

Q: What happens if I use a transitive verb without a direct
object?
A: If you use a transitive verb without a direct object where one is clearly implied or expected, the
sentence can sound incomplete or grammatically awkward. For example, "She ate" is perfectly fine as
an intransitive use, but if the context is that she was eating something specific, leaving out the object
("She ate") might be confusing.

Q: What is the difference between a direct object and an
indirect object?
A: A direct object receives the action of the verb directly (Subject + Verb + Direct Object =
what/whom?). An indirect object indicates to whom or for whom the action is performed (Subject +
Verb + Indirect Object + Direct Object). For example, in "He gave her a gift," "gave" is transitive,
"gift" is the direct object, and "her" is the indirect object.
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