QUIZ ON SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

QUIZ ON SENTENCE FRAGMENTS, IN ITS ESSENCE, IS A POWERFUL TOOL FOR HONING YOUR GRAMMATICAL PRECISION AND
ELEVATING YOUR WRITING CLARITY. UNDERSTANDING AND IDENTIFYING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IS A FUNDAMENTAL SKILL FOR
ANYONE AIMING TO COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY, WHETHER IN ACADEMIC ESSAYS, PROFESSIONAL REPORTS, OR CASUAL
CORRESPONDENCE. THIS COMPREHENSIVE GUIDE DELVES DEEP INTO THE CONCEPT OF SENTENCE FRAGMENTS, PROVIDING CLEAR
DEFINITIONS, COMMON PITFALLS, AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, AN INTERACTIVE QUIZ DESIGNED TO TEST AND REINFORCE YOUR
KNOWLEDGE. WE WILL EXPLORE WHAT CONSTITUTES A COMPLETE SENTENCE, THE VARIOUS TYPES OF FRAGMENTS YOU MIGHT
ENCOUNTER, AND STRATEGIES FOR CORRECTING THEM. PREPARE TO SHARPEN YOUR EDITING SKILLS AND BUILD CONFIDENCE IN
YOUR SENTENCE CONSTRUCTION.
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UNDERSTANDING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

A SENTENCE FRAGMENT IS ESSENTIALLY A PIECE OF A SENTENCE THAT IS PRESENTED AS IF IT WERE A COMPLETE SENTENCE. |T

OFTEN LACKS A SUBJECT, A VERB, OR BOTH, OR IT MIGHT BE A DEPENDENT CLAUSE THAT IS PUNCTUATED AS A STANDALONE

SENTENCE. THINK OF IT LIKE A PUZZLE PIECE THAT DOESN'T QUITE CONNECT TO THE REST OF THE PICTURE. W/HILE FRAGMENTS
CAN SOMETIMES BE USED INTENTIONALLY FOR STYLISTIC EFFECT IN CREATIVE WRITING, IN MOST FORMS OF FORMAL AND



ACADEMIC WRITING, THEY ARE CONSIDERED GRAMMATICAL ERRORS THAT CAN CONFUSE OR DISTRACT THE READER.

MASTERING THE ART OF IDENTIFYING AND CORRECTING THESE GRAMMATICAL GLITCHES IS CRUCIAL FOR PRODUCING CLEAR,
PROFESSIONAL, AND IMPACTFUL WRITING. MANY WRITERS, EVEN THOSE WHO ARE QUITE EXPERIENCED, SOMETIMES FALL INTO THE
TRAP OF WRITING FRAGMENTS, ESPECIALLY WHEN THEY ARE WRITING QUICKLY OR ARE NOT PAYING CLOSE ATTENTION TO
SENTENCE STRUCTURE. THIS IS WHY A FOCUSED APPROACH TO UNDERSTANDING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IS SO BENEFICIAL.

WHAT MAkes A COMPLETE SENTENCE?

BEFORE WE CAN EFFECTIVELY IDENTIFY FRAGMENTS, IT'S VITAL TO UNDERSTAND WHAT CONSTITUTES A COMPLETE,
GRAMMATICALLY SOUND SENTENCE. A COMPLETE SENTENCE, IN ITS SIMPLEST FORM, REQUIRES THREE ESSENTIAL COMPONENTS: A
SUBJECT, A PREDICATE (\X/HICH CONTAINS THE VERB), AND A COMPLETE THOUGHT. THE SUBJECT IS THE NOUN OR PRONOUN THAT
PERFORMS THE ACTION OR IS BEING DESCRIBED. | HE PREDICATE TELLS US WHAT THE SUBJECT IS DOING OR WHAT IS BEING SAID
ABOUT THE SUBJECT, AND IT MUST INCLUDE A MAIN VERB. FINALLY, THE SENTENCE MUST EXPRESS A COMPLETE IDEA THAT CAN
STAND ON ITS OWN AND MAKE SENSE TO THE READER.

FOR INSTANCE, IN THE SENTENCE “THE CAT SLEPT,” “THE CAT” IS THE SUBJECT, “SLEPT” IS THE VERB, AND THE SENTENCE
EXPRESSES A COMPLETE THOUGHT. |F YOU REMOVE ANY OF THESE CORE ELEMENTS, YOU RISK CREATING A FRAGMENT. LIKEWISE,
A SENTENCE CONSISTING ONLY OF A DEPENDENT CLAUSE, OFTEN STARTING WITH WORDS LIKE “BECAUSE,” “ALTHOUGH,”
“SINCE,” OR “WHILE,” WILL ALSO BE A FRAGMENT IF IT'S NOT ATTACHED TO AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE. UNDERSTANDING THESE
FOUNDATIONAL ELEMENTS IS THE FIRST STEP IN OUR JOURNEY TO CONQUER SENTENCE FRAGMENTS.

CoMMON TYPES OF SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

SENTENCE FRAGMENTS COME IN SEVERAL COMMON VARIETIES, EACH WITH ITS OWN TELL-TALE SIGNS. RECOGNIZING THESE
PATTERNS WILL SIGNIFICANTLY IMPROVE YOUR ABILITY TO SPOT AND FIX THEM IN YOUR OWN WRITING. THE MOST FREQUENT
CULPRITS INCLUDE PHRASES THAT HAVE BEEN MISTAKENLY PUNCTUATED AS SENTENCES AND DEPENDENT CLAUSES THAT HAVE
BEEN ISOLATED. LET'S BREAK DOWN SOME OF THE MOST PREVALENT TYPES.

THe PARTICIPIAL PHRASE FRAGMENT

A PARTICIPIAL PHRASE BEGINS WITH A PARTICIPLE <A VERB ENDING IN ~ING OR ~“ED, USED AS AN AD_JECTIVE) AND MODIFIES A NOUN
OR PRONOUN. |F THIS PHRASE IS SEPARATED FROM THE WORD IT MODIFIES AND LACKS A SUBJECT AND MAIN VERB, IT BECOMES A
FRAGMENT. FOR EXAMPLE, “RUNNING QUICKLY DOWN THE STREET.” THIS PHRASE DESCRIBES AN ACTION, BUT WHO IS RUNNING?
W/HAT IS THE CONTEXT? WITHOUT THIS INFORMATION, IT'S INCOMPLETE.

TO CORRECT SUCH A FRAGMENT, YOU NEED TO EITHER ATTACH IT TO THE SENTENCE IT BELONGS TO OR, IF APPROPRIATE, ADD
THE MISSING SUBJECT AND VERB TO MAKE IT A COMPLETE SENTENCE. FOR INSTANCE, “THE DOG, RUNNING QUICKLY DOWN THE
STREET, BARKED LOUDLY.” HERE, “RUNNING QUICKLY DOWN THE STREET” IS NOW CORRECTLY ATTACHED TO “THE DOG.”

THe PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE FRAGMENT

! " on " on " on "won

A PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE STARTS WITH A PREPOSITION (LIKE “IN,” “ON,” “AT,” “FOR,” “WITH") AND ENDS WITH A NOUN OR
PRONOUN (THE OBJECT OF THE PREPOSITION). \WHILE THESE PHRASES ADD DETAIL, THEY NEVER CONTAIN THE MAIN SUBJECT OR
VERB OF A SENTENCE. |F A PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE IS PUNCTUATED AS A COMPLETE SENTENCE, IT'S A FRAGMENT. AN EXAMPLE

WOoULD BE: “ON THE TABLE.” THIS TELLS US LOCATION, BUT WHAT IS ON THE TABLE? W/HAT IS HAPPENING THERE? |T LEAVES

US HANGING.

FIXING THIS INVOLVES INTEGRATING THE PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE INTO A COMPLETE SENTENCE. FOR EXAMPLE: “A BOOK LAY OPEN



ON THE TABLE.” THE PHRASE “ON THE TABLE” NOW PROVIDES DESCRIPTIVE INFORMATION FOR THE COMPLETE SENTENCE.
ALTERNATIVELY, YOU COULD MAKE IT THE START OF A LONGER, ALBEIT STILL POTENTIALLY INCOMPLETE, STRUCTURE THAT
EVENTUALLY LEADS TO A SUBJECT AND VERB.

THE INFINITIVE PHRASE FRAGMENT

"on

AN INFINITIVE PHRASE STARTS WITH “TO” FOLLOWED BY THE BASE FORM OF A VERE (E.G., “TO RUN,” “TO EAT,” "TO THINK").
LIKE PARTICIPIAL AND PREPOSITIONAL PHRASES, INFINITIVE PHRASES CAN FUNCTION AS MODIFIERS OR EVEN NOUNS, BUT THEY
DON'T STAND ALONE AS COMPLETE SENTENCES. A FRAGMENT MIGHT LOOK LIKE: “TO FINISH THE PROJECT ON TIME.” THIS
EXPRESSES AN INTENTION OR A GOAL, BUT IT DOESN'T STATE WHO INTENDS TO FINISH OR WHAT THE OUTCOME OF FINISHING
WILL BE. IT'S A DANGLING OBJECTIVE.

TO MEND AN INFINITIVE PHRASE FRAGMENT, CONNECT IT TO A SENTENCE THAT PROVIDES THE NECESSARY CONTEXT. For
EXAMPLE: “SHE WORKED LATE TO FINISH THE PROJECT ON TIME.” HERE, THE INFINITIVE PHRASE EXPLAINS THE PURPOSE BEHIND HER
ACTION. ANOTHER APPROACH MIGHT BE TO INTRODUCE A SUBJECT AND VERB THAT REVOLVE AROUND THIS INFINITIVE PHRASE,
MAKING IT THE CORE OF THE SENTENCE.

THe DePeNDENT CLAUSE FRAGMENT

PERHAPS THE MOST COMMON AND INSIDIOUS TYPE OF FRAGMENT IS THE DEPENDENT CLAUSE THAT'S TREATED AS A COMPLETE
SENTENCE. DEPENDENT CLAUSES ARE GROUPS OF WORDS THAT CONTAIN A SUBJECT AND A VERB BUT CANNOT STAND ALONE
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BECAUSE THEY BEGIN WITH A SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION (LIKE “BECAUSE,” “ALTHOUGH,” “sINCE,” “IF,” "WHEN,” “wHILE")
OR A RELATIVE PRONOUN (LIKE “WHO,” “WHICH,” “THAT"). THEY RELY ON AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE TO COMPLETE THEIR
MEANING. AN EXAMPLE IS: “BECAUSE THE RAIN FELL HEAVILY.” \WE UNDERSTAND IT'S A REASON FOR SOMETHING, BUT WHAT

HAPPENED BECAUSE OF THE HEAV'Y RAIN? |T LEAVES THE READER ANTICIPATING MORE INFORMATION.

CORRECTING A DEPENDENT CLAUSE FRAGMENT INVOLVES CONNECTING IT TO AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE. FOR INSTANCE: “BECAUSE
THE RAIN FELL HEAVILY, THE GAME WAS CANCELLED.” THE DEPENDENT CLAUSE “BECAUSE THE RAIN FELL HEAVILY" NOW
PROVIDES THE CAUSE FOR THE INDEPENDENT CLAUSE “THE GAME WAS CANCELLED.” THIS COMBINATION FORMS A STRONG,
COMPLETE SENTENCE.

WHY ARE SENTENCE FRAGMENTS PROBLEMATIC?

THE PRIMARY REASON SENTENCE FRAGMENTS ARE PROBLEMATIC IS THEIR DETRIMENTAL EFFECT ON CLARITY AND MEANING. W/HEN
YOU PRESENT A FRAGMENT AS A COMPLETE SENTENCE, YOU INTERRUPT THE FLOW OF YOUR IDEAS AND CAN LEAVE YOUR READER
CONFUSED OR FRUSTRATED. INSTEAD OF SMOOTHLY CONVEYING INFORMATION, YOU'RE PRESENTING INCOMPLETE THOUGHTS
THAT REQUIRE THE READER TO INFER WHAT YOU MIGHT HAVE MEANT. THIS MAKES YOUR WRITING LESS EFFECTIVE AND CAN
UNDERMINE YOUR CREDIBILITY AS A COMMUNICATOR.

THe IMPACT oN CLARITY AND MEANING

IMAGINE READING A STORY WHERE EACH SENTENCE IS INCOMPLETE;, YOU'D HAVE TO CONSTANTLY PIECE TOGETHER THE
NARRATIVE YOURSELF, WHICH WOULD BE EXHAUSTING AND POTENTIALLY LEAD TO MISINTERPRETATIONS. IN ACADEMIC OR
PROFESSIONAL CONTEXTS, THIS LACK OF CLARITY CAN BE FAR MORE SERIOUS. A MISPLACED FRAGMENT MIGHT OBSCURE A
CRUCIAL POINT, MISREPRESENT A FACT, OR MAKE YOUR ARGUMENT SEEM WEAK AND UNDERDEVELOPED. EFFECTIVE WRITING IS
ABOUT GUIDING YOUR READER THROUGH YOUR THOUGHTS WITH EASE, AND FRAGMENTS ACT AS STUMBLING BLOCKS ON THAT
PATH.

FURTHERMORE, CONSISTENT USE OF FRAGMENTS CAN MAKE YOUR WRITING SOUND UNPROFESSIONAL OR EVEN JUVENILE. W/HILE
INTENTIONAL FRAGMENT USE EXISTS IN CERTAIN LITERARY STYLES FOR SPECIFIC EFFECTS, FOR GENERAL PURPOSES, STANDARD
GRAMMAR RULES ARE IN PLACE TO ENSURE THAT YOUR MESSAGE IS RECEIVED AS INTENDED. OVERCOMING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IS



A KEY STEP IN ACHIEVING POLISHED AND PERSUASIVE PROSE.

STRATEGIES FOR CORRECTING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

FORTUNATELY, CORRECTING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IS A STRAIGHTFORW ARD PROCESS ONCE YOU KNOW WHAT TO LOOK FOR.
THE KEY IS TO ENSURE THAT EVERY UNIT OF PUNCTUATION ENDING A SENTENCE ACTUALLY CONTAINS A SUBJECT, A VERB, AND
EXPRESSES A COMPLETE THOUGHT. HERE ARE THE MOST EFFECTIVE STRATEGIES TO TURN THOSE FRAGMENTS INTO SOLID
SENTENCES.

ADDING A SUBJECT AND VERB

IF YOUR FRAGMENT IS MISSING A SUBJECT OR A VERB (OR BOTH), THE SIMPLEST SOLUTION IS TO ADD THE MISSING ELEMENT(S).
FOR EXAMPLE, IF YOU HAVE THE FRAGMENT “\W/ ALKING TO THE STORE,” YOU CAN MAKE IT A COMPLETE SENTENCE BY ADDING A
SUBJECT AND A COMPLETE VERB: “"SHE IS WALKING TO THE STORE.” OR, IF YOU HAVE “THE TALL BUILDING,” YOU COULD ADD A
VERB AND COMPLETE THE THOUGHT: “THE TALL BUILDING SWAYED IN THE WIND.”

THIS APPROACH WORKS BEST FOR FRAGMENTS THAT ARE ESSENTIALLY PHRASES. Y OU ARE TAKING A DESCRIPTIVE OR ACTION-
ORIENTED PHRASE AND GROUNDING IT WITH THE NECESSARY GRAMMATICAL COMPONENTS TO MAKE IT A SELF-SUFFICIENT UNIT OF
MEANING. THIS REQUIRES YOU TO THINK ABOUT THE CONTEXT: WHO OR WHAT IS PERFORMING THE ACTION, OR WHAT IS THE
SUBJECT BEING DESCRIBED?

COoNNECTING TO A COMPLETE SENTENCE

FOR FRAGMENTS THAT ARE DEPENDENT CLAUSES OR PHRASES THAT LOGICALLY BELONG WITH ANOTHER PART OF YOUR TEXT,
THE BEST STRATEGY IS TO ATTACH THEM TO A NEARBY INDEPENDENT CLAUSE. |F THE FRAGMENT COMES BEFORE THE INDEPENDENT
CLAUSE, SIMPLY REMOVE THE PERIOD AND JOIN THEM. FOR EXAMPLE, CHANGING “FINISHED THE REPORT. |T WAS SENT TO THE
CLIENT.” TO “FINISHED THE REPORT; IT WAS SENT TO THE CLIENT.” OR EVEN BETTER, “HAVING FINISHED THE REPORT, | SENT IT
TO THE CLIENT.”

IF THE FRAGMENT FOLLOWS THE INDEPENDENT CLAUSE, YOU MIGHT NEED TO REMOVE UNNECESSARY PUNCTUATION OR ADJUST
\WORDING TO ENSURE A SMOOTH INTEGRATION. FOR EXAMPLE, “He WAS LATE FOR THE MEETING, BECAUSE HIS CAR BROKE
DOWN.” THE COMMA BEFORE “BECAUSE” IS INCORRECT HERE AS IT SEPARATES THE INDEPENDENT CLAUSE FROM ITS DEPENDENT
CLAUSE. THE CORRECTED SENTENCE WOULD BE “HE WAS LATE FOR THE MEETING BECAUSE HIS CAR BROKE DOWN.” THIS
STRATEGY EMPHASIZES THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN IDEAS, SHOWING HOW ONE PART OF YOUR WRITING LEADS TO OR EXPLAINS
ANOTHER.

RevIEWING AND EDITING YOUR W ORK

THE MOST EFFECTIVE WAY TO ELIMINATE SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IS THROUGH DILIGENT PROOFREADING AND EDITING. MAKE IT A
HABIT TO ACTIVELY LOOK FOR FRAGMENTS DURING YOUR REVISION PROCESS. READING YOUR WORK ALOUD CAN BE
PARTICULARLY HELPFUL, AS INCOMPLETE SENTENCES OFTEN SOUND AWKWARD WHEN SPOKEN. PAY CLOSE ATTENTION TO ANY
SENTENCE THAT FEELS ABRUPT OR LEAVES YOU WONDERING “\WHAT ABOUT THAT?”

CONSIDER USING A CHECKLIST DURING EDITING, SPECIFICALLY INCLUDING “ ARE ALL SENTENCES COMPLETE?” YOU CAN ALSO TRY
HIGHLIGHTING EVERY SENTENCE IN YOUR DOCUMENT. THEN, READ EACH HIGHLIGHTED SENTENCE AND ASK YOURSELF: DOES THIS
HAVE A SUBJECT? DOES IT HAVE A VERB? DOES IT EXPRESS A COMPLETE THOUGHT? THIS FOCUSED APPROACH WILL TRAIN
YOUR EYE TO SPOT FRAGMENTS MORE READILY.



Your QuUIZ ON SENTENCE FRAGMENTS

Now IT'S TIME TO PUT YOUR NEWFOUND KNOWLEDGE TO THE TEST! THIS QUIZ IS DESIGNED TO CHALLENGE YOUR ABILITY TO
IDENTIFY AND UNDERSTAND SENTENCE FRAGMENTS. REMEMBER THE PRINCIPLES WE VE DISCUSSED: A COMPLETE SENTENCE NEEDS A
SUBJECT, A VERB, AND A COMPLETE THOUGHT. T AKE YOUR TIME, READ EACH OPTION CAREFULLY, AND CHOOSE THE BEST
ANSWER. Goob Luck!

INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE QUIZ

FOR EACH ITEM BELOW , DETERMINE WHETHER THE UNDERLINED PORTION IS A COMPLETE SENTENCE OR A SENTENCE FRAGMENT.
SELECT THE OPTION THAT CORRECTLY IDENTIFIES IT. AFTER YOU'VE COMPLETED ALL THE QUESTIONS, CHECK THE “ ANSWERS
AND EXPLANATIONS” SECTION TO SEE HOW YOU DID AND TO REVIEW ANY CONCEPTS YOU MAY NEED TO REVISIT.

Quiz QUESTIONS

1. W ALKING TO THE PARK.

2. THE DOG BARKED LOUDLY.

3. BECAUSE THE SUN WAS SHINING.

4. SHE FINISHED HER HOME\W ORK.

5. ON THE HIGHEST SHELF.

6. HE BOUGHT A NEW CAR.

7. TO LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE.

8. AFTER THE MOVIE ENDED.

Q. THE STUDENTS LISTENED INTENTLY.

10. RUNNING AS FAST AS HE COULD.

ANSWERS AND EXPLANATIONS

LET'S REVIEW YOUR ANSWERS AND SOLIDIFY YOUR UNDERSTANDING OF SENTENCE FRAGMENTS.

1. W/ ALKING TO THE PARK. FRAGMENT. THIS IS A PARTICIPIAL PHRASE. IT HAS A VERB FORM (“W/ ALKING”) BUT LACKS A
SUBJECT AND A COMPLETE THOUGHT. WHO IS WALKING? W/HAT HAPPENED AS A RESULT?

2. THE DOG BARKED LOUDLY. COMPLETE SENTENCE. “THE DOG” IS THE SUBJECT, “BARKED” IS THE VERB, AND IT EXPRESSES
A COMPLETE THOUGHT.

3. BECAUSE THE SUN WAS SHINING. FRAGMENT. THIS IS A DEPENDENT CLAUSE. |T BEGINS WITH THE SUBORDINATING
CONJUNCTION “BECAUSE” AND HAS A SUBJECT (“SUN") AND VERB (“WAS SHINING”), BUT IT CANNOT STAND ALONE. T




NEEDS AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE TO COMPLETE THE THOUGHT.

4. SHE FINISHED HER HOMEWORK. COMPLETE SENTENCE. “SHE” IS THE SUBJECT, “FINISHED” IS THE VERB, AND IT EXPRESSES A
COMPLETE THOUGHT.

5. ON THE HIGHEST SHELF. FRAGMENT. THIS IS A PREPOSITIONAL PHRASE. |T BEGINS WITH THE PREPOSITION “ON" BUT DOES
NOT CONTAIN A SUBJECT OR A MAIN VERB. W/HAT IS ON THE SHELF?

6. He BOUGHT A NEw CAR. COMPLETE SENTENCE. “HE” IS THE SUBJECT, “BOUGHT” IS THE VERB, AND IT EXPRESSES A
COMPLETE THOUGHT.

7. TO LEARN A NEW LANGUAGE. FRAGMENT. THIS IS AN INFINITIVE PHRASE. |T STARTS WITH “TO LEARN” BUT LACKS A
SUBJECT AND A COMPLETE THOUGHT. WHO WANTS TO LEARN? \WHY?

8. AFTER THE MOVIE ENDED. FRAGMENT. THIS IS A DEPENDENT CLAUSE BEGINNING WITH THE SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION
“AFTER.” IT HAS A SUBJECT (“MoVIE”) AND VERB ("ENDED”), BUT IT REQUIRES AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE TO BE A
COMPLETE SENTENCE.

9. THE STUDENTS LISTENED INTENTLY. COMPLETE SENTENCE. “ THE STUDENTS” IS THE SUBJECT, “LISTENED” IS THE VERB,
AND IT EXPRESSES A COMPLETE THOUGHT.

10. RUNNING AS FAST AS HE COULD. FRAGMENT. THIS IS A PARTICIPIAL PHRASE. | T DESCRIBES AN ACTION BUT LACKS A
SUBJECT AND A COMPLETE THOUGHT. WHO IS RUNNING? W/HAT 1S THE CONTEXT? (NOTE: IF THIS PHRASE WERE
MODIFYING A NOUN DIRECTLY, LIKE “THE BOY, RUNNING AS FAST AS HE COULD, TRIPPED,” IT WOULD BE PART OF A
COMPLETE SENTENCE.)

BY PRACTICING WITH THESE EXAMPLES AND CONTINUALLY APPLYING THESE PRINCIPLES, YOU'LL BECOME MUCH MORE ADEPT AT
SPOTTING AND RECTIFYING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IN YOUR WRITING. IT'S A SKILL THAT PAYS DIVIDENDS IN THE CLARITY AND
PROFESSIONALISM OF YOUR COMMUNICATION.

FAQ

QI \WHAT IS THE EASIEST WAY TO IDENTIFY A SENTENCE FRAGMENT?

A: THE EASIEST WAY IS TO ASK YOURSELF IF IT CONTAINS A SUBJECT, A VERB, AND EXPRESSES A COMPLETE THOUGHT. IF ANY
OF THESE ARE MISSING, IT'S LIKELY A FRAGMENT. ALSO, LOOK FOR DEPENDENT CLAUSES STARTING WITH WORDS LIKE
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"BECAUSE,” “ALTHOUGH,” “sINCE,” “IF,” "WHEN,” ETC., THAT ARE PUNCTUATED AS STANDALONE SENTENCES.

/

Q: CAN SENTENCE FRAGMENTS EVER BE USED CORRECTLY?

A: YES/ IN CREATIVE WRITING, FRAGMENTS CAN BE USED INTENTIONALLY FOR STYLISTIC EFFECT TO CREATE EMPHASIS, RHYTHM,
OR A PARTICULAR MOOD. HO\X/EVER, IN FORMAL ACADEMIC AND PROFESSIONAL WRITING, THEY ARE GENERALLY CONSIDERED
ERRORS.

QZ \WHAT ARE THE THREE MAIN COMPONENTS OF A COMPLETE SENTENCE?

A: THE THREE MAIN COMPONENTS ARE A SUBJECT, A PREDICATE (\X/HICH INCLUDES THE VEEB), AND A COMPLETE THOUGHT.



QZ How DOES A DEPENDENT CLAUSE DIFFER FROM AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE?

A: AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE CONTAINS A SUBJECT AND VERB AND EXPRESSES A COMPLETE THOUGHT, SO IT CAN STAND ALONE
AS A SENTENCE. A DEPENDENT CLAUSE ALSO CONTAINS A SUBJECT AND VERB BUT BEGINS WITH A SUBORDINATING CONJUNCTION
OR RELATIVE PRONOUN, MAKING IT UNABLE TO STAND ALONE AND THUS NEEDING TO BE ATTACHED TO AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE.

QZ WHAT IS A PARTICIPIAL PHRASE AND HOW DOES IT OFTEN BECOME A FRAGMENT?

A: A PARTICIPIAL PHRASE BEGINS WITH A PARTICIPLE (LIKE “RUNNING” OR “BROKEN") AND MODIFIES A NOUN. |T BECOMES A
FRAGMENT WHEN IT'S SEPARATED FROM THE NOUN IT MODIFIES AND LACKS A SUBJECT AND MAIN VERB OF ITS OWN.

QZ IF | FIND A SENTENCE FRAGMENT ;, WHAT ARE THE MOST COMMON WAYS TO FIX IT?

A: THE MOST COMMON WAYS ARE TO ADD THE MISSING SUBJECT AND/OR VERB TO MAKE IT A COMPLETE SENTENCE, OR TO
ATTACH THE FRAGMENT TO A NEARBY COMPLETE SENTENCE (AN INDEPENDENT CLAUSE) TO WHICH IT LOGICALLY BELONGS.

QI WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO AVOID SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IN ACADEMIC WRITING?

A: AVOIDING SENTENCE FRAGMENTS IN ACADEMIC WRITING IS CRUCIAL FOR MAINTAINING CLARITY, DEMONSTRATING
GRAMMATICAL PROFICIENCY, AND ENSURING THAT YOUR IDEAS ARE COMMUNICATED EFFECTIVELY AND PROFESSIONALLY TO YOUR
READERS AND INSTRUCTORS.

Q: \WHAT IS AN INFINITIVE PHRASE, AND HOW CAN IT LEAD TO A FRAGMENT?

A: AN INFINITIVE PHRASE STARTS WITH “TO” FOLLOWED BY THE BASE FORM OF A VERB (E.G., “TO STUDY"). IT CAN BECOME A
FRAGMENT IF IT'S PUNCTUATED AS A COMPLETE SENTENCE WITHOUT A SUBJECT AND A MAIN VERB THAT FORMS A COMPLETE
THOUGHT.
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