
xcom 2 walkthrough
xcom 2 walkthrough is an essential guide for players looking to master the strategic
challenges presented in the critically acclaimed game. This article provides a
comprehensive overview of the game's mechanics, strategies for combat, tips for base
management, and insights into character progression. Whether you are a new player trying
to understand the basics or a veteran seeking advanced tactics, this walkthrough will equip
you with the knowledge needed to succeed in the fight against alien invaders. The following
sections will delve into mission strategies, effective squad composition, base upgrades, and
more. Let's embark on this detailed journey through XCOM 2.
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Understanding the Basics of XCOM 2

XCOM 2 is a turn-based strategy game where players command a squad of soldiers fighting
against an alien occupation of Earth. The game is set in a dystopian future where humanity
has lost the war against alien forces. Players must engage in tactical combat, manage
resources, and develop strategies to reclaim the planet.

The game consists of two main components: tactical missions and strategic base
management. During tactical missions, players control a squad of soldiers in various
environments, using cover, flanking, and special abilities to defeat alien forces. In contrast,
base management involves upgrading the XCOM headquarters, researching new
technologies, and managing personnel to enhance combat effectiveness.

Understanding the core mechanics of movement, action points, and combat abilities is
crucial for success. Each soldier can typically take two actions per turn, such as moving and



shooting. Positioning and choosing the right actions can significantly affect the outcome of
encounters.

Combat Strategies

Effective combat strategies are vital in XCOM 2, where tactical decisions can lead to victory
or devastating losses. Players must use the terrain to their advantage, manage their
squad's abilities, and anticipate enemy movements.

Utilizing Cover Effectively

Cover is a critical aspect of combat in XCOM 2. Players should always position their soldiers
behind cover to reduce the likelihood of taking damage. There are two types of cover: half
cover and full cover. Full cover provides the best protection, while half cover offers a
compromise between visibility and defense.

Flanking Enemies

Flanking is a key tactic that allows players to gain a significant advantage in combat. By
maneuvering soldiers to the sides or behind enemies, players can increase their hit chances
and deal additional damage. Understanding enemy movement patterns can help set up
successful flanking maneuvers.

Using Abilities Wisely

Each soldier class in XCOM 2 has unique abilities that can turn the tide of battle. Players
should familiarize themselves with these abilities and use them strategically. For example,
using a Specialist's healing abilities at the right moment can save a squad member, while a
Grenadier's explosives can clear cover and damage multiple enemies.

Positioning soldiers in cover

Executing flanking maneuvers

Timed use of special abilities



Squad Composition

Building a well-rounded squad is essential for success in XCOM 2. Players should consider
the various soldier classes and their strengths when forming their teams.

Class Overview

There are four primary soldier classes in XCOM 2: Grenadier, Specialist, Sharpshooter, and
Ranger. Each class has unique abilities and plays a specific role in combat:

Grenadier: Heavy weapons specialist who excels at using explosives.

Specialist: Support class capable of healing allies and hacking alien technology.

Sharpshooter: Long-range sniper with abilities to increase accuracy and damage
from afar.

Ranger: Close-quarters combat expert with abilities focused on melee attacks.

Balancing Your Squad

A balanced squad typically includes a mix of these classes to handle various scenarios.
Players should ensure that they have enough firepower, support, and versatility to tackle
the challenges presented in each mission. It is also beneficial to have soldiers with different
abilities to counter various alien types encountered in the game.

Base Management and Upgrades

Base management in XCOM 2 involves resource allocation, research, and soldier training.
Players must prioritize upgrades that will enhance their operational capabilities and provide
a strategic advantage against alien forces.

Resource Management

Resources such as Intel, Supplies, and Elerium are vital for upgrading the base and
recruiting new soldiers. Players must balance resource acquisition with the need for
immediate upgrades. Completing missions, especially those targeting supply caravans, can
significantly bolster resource levels.



Research and Development

Researching new technologies will unlock advanced weapons, armor, and abilities. Players
should prioritize research projects based on their current needs. For instance, if facing
heavily armored aliens, developing improved weaponry may be more urgent than other
projects.

Character Progression and Skills

As soldiers gain experience through combat, they will level up, unlocking new abilities and
skills. Players should carefully choose skill paths that complement the squad's overall
strategy.

Skill Trees

Each class has a unique skill tree that offers various upgrades. Players should consider the
role of each soldier and select skills that enhance their effectiveness in combat. For
example, a Grenadier may benefit from skills that improve explosive damage, while a
Sharpshooter might focus on enhancing critical hit chances.

Promotions

Promoting soldiers to higher ranks not only unlocks new abilities but also increases their
survivability in combat. Players should prioritize promotions for key squad members who
consistently perform well in missions.

Important Tips and Tricks

Here are several essential tips to enhance your gameplay experience in XCOM 2:

Save frequently: The game can be unforgiving; always save before significant
decisions or missions.

Use Overwatch: Setting soldiers to Overwatch can provide defensive advantages
against enemy movements.

Scout ahead: Use soldiers with higher mobility to scout for enemies before engaging.

Manage your time: Prioritize missions based on urgency and potential rewards.



Conclusion

Mastering XCOM 2 requires a blend of strategic thinking, tactical skill, and resource
management. By understanding the mechanics of combat, effectively managing your base,
and developing your characters, you can lead your squad to victory against the alien threat.
This comprehensive walkthrough serves as a foundational guide for players of all skill
levels, ensuring you are well-equipped to face the challenges ahead.

FAQ

Q: What is the best starting strategy in XCOM 2?
A: The best starting strategy in XCOM 2 involves focusing on completing early missions to
gain resources and Intel while developing your base for critical upgrades. Prioritize research
that improves combat effectiveness and resource acquisition.

Q: How can I prevent soldier deaths in XCOM 2?
A: To prevent soldier deaths, always utilize cover effectively, avoid rushing into unknown
areas, and maintain a balanced squad with support roles. Additionally, keep an eye on
health and use healing abilities promptly.

Q: What are the key differences between XCOM 1 and
XCOM 2?
A: Key differences include the narrative focus, the introduction of the Avenger base, and
the implementation of a more dynamic mission system in XCOM 2, along with improved
soldier customization and class abilities.

Q: How do I manage resources effectively in XCOM 2?
A: Managing resources effectively involves prioritizing missions that yield critical resources,
upgrading facilities that produce supplies, and focusing on research that enhances resource
acquisition.

Q: Can I customize my soldiers in XCOM 2?
A: Yes, XCOM 2 offers extensive customization options for soldiers, including appearance,
names, and class abilities. Players can create unique soldiers that fit their playstyle.



Q: What should I do if I encounter a mission failure?
A: If you encounter a mission failure, analyze what went wrong, adjust your squad
composition, and consider different tactical approaches. Learning from mistakes is crucial
for improving future missions.

Q: How important is squad synergy in XCOM 2?
A: Squad synergy is extremely important in XCOM 2. A well-balanced squad that
complements each other's abilities can significantly increase the chances of success in
challenging missions.

Q: Is there a time limit on missions in XCOM 2?
A: Yes, some missions in XCOM 2 have a time limit, which adds urgency to your decisions.
Players must balance the need to complete objectives quickly while still maintaining tactical
positioning.

Q: What are the best soldier classes for late-game
content?
A: Late-game content often benefits from a mix of high-damage classes like the
Sharpshooter and Grenadier, along with versatile support from the Specialist and the close-
combat capabilities of the Ranger to adapt to various enemy threats.

Q: How can I unlock advanced technologies in XCOM 2?
A: Advanced technologies can be unlocked by prioritizing research projects that focus on
weapons, armor, and upgrades. Additionally, completing specific missions can yield unique
research opportunities that enhance your capabilities.
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