
what is final walkthrough before
closing
what is final walkthrough before closing is a crucial step in the home buying
process that occurs just before the closing of a real estate transaction.
This walkthrough allows buyers to inspect the property to ensure it is in the
agreed-upon condition and that any negotiated repairs or changes have been
made. It serves as a final opportunity for buyers to identify any issues that
may need to be addressed before the sale is finalized. In this article, we
will explore the purpose of the final walkthrough, what to expect during the
process, how to prepare for it, and common issues that can arise. By
understanding these key elements, buyers can navigate this important phase
with confidence.
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Understanding the Purpose of the Final
Walkthrough
The final walkthrough is an essential part of the real estate closing
process. Its primary purpose is to ensure that the property is in the same
condition as when the buyer first agreed to purchase it. This includes
confirming that any repairs requested during negotiations have been completed
and that the property is clean and free of personal belongings from the
previous owner.

Additionally, the walkthrough serves as a chance for buyers to check for any
new issues that may have arisen since their last visit. It is a moment to
verify that all agreed-upon terms have been met, which can prevent potential
disputes after closing.



What to Expect During the Walkthrough
The final walkthrough typically occurs 24 to 48 hours before the closing
date. It is usually a brief visit, lasting anywhere from 30 minutes to an
hour. During this time, buyers should conduct a thorough inspection of the
property alongside their real estate agent.

Key Aspects to Review
During the walkthrough, buyers should focus on several key aspects of the
home:

Overall Condition: Check the general state of the property, ensuring it
matches the last visit.

Repairs: Confirm that all requested repairs have been completed
satisfactorily.

Systems and Appliances: Test major systems, such as HVAC, plumbing, and
electrical systems, as well as any included appliances.

Cleanliness: Ensure the home has been cleaned and is ready for move-in.

Fixtures and Fittings: Confirm that all agreed-upon fixtures, such as
light fixtures and window treatments, are still in place.

How to Prepare for the Final Walkthrough
Preparation is key to a successful final walkthrough. Buyers should consider
the following steps to ensure they are ready:

Create a Checklist
Before the walkthrough, buyers should create a comprehensive checklist of
items to inspect. This list should include:

Condition of walls and floors

Functionality of doors and windows

Inspecting the basement, attic, and garage

Checking for signs of water damage or pests



Verifying that all agreed repairs are completed

Bring Essential Documents
It is helpful to bring important documents to the walkthrough, such as the
purchase agreement, any repair requests, and previous inspection reports.
These documents can guide the inspection and help remind buyers of what to
look for.

Common Issues to Look Out For
Despite careful preparation, buyers may still encounter issues during the
final walkthrough. Some common problems to watch for include:

Unfinished Repairs: Sometimes sellers may not complete agreed-upon
repairs, which can lead to disputes.

Damage: New damages may occur after the last visit, such as scratches on
floors or holes in walls.

Missing Items: Ensure that all fixtures and appliances included in the
sale are still present.

Unclean Conditions: The property should be clean and ready for
occupancy; a dirty home can indicate negligence.

If any issues arise during the walkthrough, buyers should address them with
their real estate agent immediately. Depending on the severity of the
problem, it may be necessary to negotiate with the seller to resolve the
issues before closing.

What Happens After the Walkthrough
After completing the final walkthrough, buyers will typically proceed to the
closing process. If no major issues are found, the closing can usually go
forward as planned. However, if problems are identified, buyers may need to
take several steps:

Document Issues: Take photos and notes of any issues for future
reference.

Communicate with Your Agent: Discuss the findings with your real estate



agent to determine the best course of action.

Negotiate Solutions: Depending on the issues, buyers can negotiate with
the seller for repairs, credits, or a delay in closing until problems
are resolved.

The final walkthrough is not just a formality; it is an essential step to
ensure that buyers are making a sound investment and that the property meets
their expectations.

Conclusion
The final walkthrough before closing is a pivotal moment in the home buying
process. It serves as the last opportunity for buyers to ensure that their
new home is in the condition they expect and that all terms of the sale have
been honored. By understanding the purpose of the walkthrough, knowing what
to expect, preparing adequately, and being vigilant for potential issues,
buyers can approach this phase with confidence. Ultimately, this step helps
to protect buyers’ investments and ensures a smoother transition into their
new home.

Q: What is the purpose of the final walkthrough?
A: The final walkthrough allows buyers to inspect the property before
closing, ensuring it is in agreed-upon condition and that any requested
repairs have been made.

Q: How long does a final walkthrough usually take?
A: A final walkthrough typically lasts between 30 minutes to an hour,
depending on the size of the property and the thoroughness of the inspection.

Q: When does the final walkthrough occur in relation
to closing?
A: The final walkthrough usually occurs 24 to 48 hours before the closing
date.

Q: What should I bring to the final walkthrough?
A: It is beneficial to bring a checklist of items to inspect, the purchase
agreement, and any repair requests or inspection reports.



Q: What if I find issues during the final
walkthrough?
A: If issues are found, document them, communicate with your real estate
agent, and negotiate with the seller for repairs or credits before proceeding
to closing.

Q: Can the closing be delayed if issues are found
during the final walkthrough?
A: Yes, if significant issues are identified, it may necessitate a delay in
closing until the problems are resolved satisfactorily.

Q: What common issues should I look out for during
the final walkthrough?
A: Common issues include unfinished repairs, new damages, missing fixtures,
and cleanliness of the property.

Q: Is the final walkthrough mandatory?
A: While not legally mandatory, the final walkthrough is strongly recommended
to ensure the property meets the buyer's expectations before closing.

Q: How can I prepare for the final walkthrough?
A: Buyers can prepare by creating a checklist, bringing essential documents,
and scheduling the walkthrough at a convenient time before closing.
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