final walkthrough before closing

final walkthrough before closing is a crucial step in the home-buying process
that ensures the property is in the agreed-upon condition before the final
transfer of ownership. This walkthrough allows buyers to verify that all
repairs have been made, appliances are functioning, and no unexpected issues
have arisen since their last visit. By understanding the importance of this
final inspection, what to expect, and how to prepare, buyers can approach
closing day with confidence. In this article, we will explore the purpose of
the final walkthrough, what to look for during the inspection, and essential
tips for a successful experience.
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What is a Final Walkthrough?

A final walkthrough is the last opportunity for buyers to inspect the
property before closing on the sale. Typically conducted within 24 to 48
hours before the closing date, this inspection is essential to ensure the
home meets the buyer's expectations and contractual agreements. The
walkthrough provides a chance to confirm that the property is in the same
condition as when the offer was made, allowing buyers to address any last-
minute concerns.

During a final walkthrough, buyers usually revisit the property with their
real estate agent. This inspection is not as thorough as the initial home
inspection; instead, it focuses on verifying that any requested repairs have
been completed and that the home is ready for occupancy. Buyers should take
their time during this inspection, checking every room and listed item
carefully.



Why 1s the Final Walkthrough Important?

The final walkthrough serves multiple purposes that are critical to the home-
buying process. First and foremost, it acts as a safeguard for the buyer,
ensuring that they do not inherit unexpected issues or damages that may have
occurred between the last visit and closing day. Additionally, it serves to
confirm that all contractual obligations have been fulfilled by the seller.

Another key aspect is that the final walkthrough can help identify any
discrepancies that may affect the sale. For example, if appliances that were
included in the sale are missing or if agreed-upon repairs were not made,
this can lead to renegotiation of terms or even delays in closing.

What to Expect During the Final Walkthrough

During the final walkthrough, buyers should anticipate a comprehensive yet
focused review of the property. Generally, the walkthrough lasts anywhere
from 30 minutes to an hour. Buyers should come prepared with a checklist of
items to inspect. This checklist can include items such as checking for
repairs, the condition of appliances, and the functionality of systems like
heating and plumbing.

It's also crucial to have your real estate agent present during this
walkthrough. They can provide guidance, help with negotiations if necessary,
and ensure that all aspects of the agreement are honored. Buyers should feel
empowered to ask questions and raise any concerns that may arise during this
inspection.

Preparing for the Final Walkthrough

Preparation is key to a successful final walkthrough. Here are some essential
steps to take before the day of the walkthrough:

Review the Purchase Agreement: Familiarize yourself with any repairs or
conditions that were agreed upon.

* Create a Checklist: Make a list of items to inspect, including
appliances, fixtures, and any repairs that were promised.

e Schedule the Walkthrough: Try to schedule it close to the closing date
to ensure the property is in its final condition.

e Bring Necessary Documents: Have your purchase agreement and any
inspection reports handy for reference.

* Consider Bringing a Friend or Family Member: A second set of eyes can
help catch details you might overlook.



Common Issues to Look for During the
Walkthrough

There are several common issues that buyers should be vigilant about during
the final walkthrough. Some key areas to focus on include:

Condition of the Property: Check for any new damages to walls, floors,
or ceilings that may have occurred since your last visit.

Appliances: Ensure all appliances included in the sale are present and
functioning properly.

Repairs: Verify that all agreed-upon repairs have been completed
satisfactorily.

Utilities: Make sure that all utilities are operational, including
water, electricity, and gas.

Cleanliness: The house should be clean and ready for move-in. Confirm
that no personal items or debris have been left behind.

After the Final Walkthrough

Once the final walkthrough is completed, buyers should feel confident about
proceeding to closing. However, if any issues are discovered, it is essential
to address them immediately. Depending on the severity of the problems,
buyers can negotiate with the seller for repairs, request credits toward
closing costs, or even delay closing until issues are resolved.

It is important to document any concerns with photos and notes during the
walkthrough. This documentation can be beneficial in discussions with the
seller or their agent. After all concerns have been addressed, buyers can
proceed to the closing table with peace of mind.

Conclusion

The final walkthrough before closing is a vital step in the home-buying
journey, providing buyers with the opportunity to ensure their new property
is in the expected condition. By understanding what to expect, how to
prepare, and what common issues to look for, buyers can approach this final
inspection with confidence. Ultimately, a thorough final walkthrough can
prevent future headaches and ensure a smooth transition into homeownership.



Q: What is the purpose of a final walkthrough before
closing?

A: The purpose of a final walkthrough is to ensure that the property is in
the agreed-upon condition, that all necessary repairs have been made, and
that no new issues have arisen since the last visit. It is the buyer's last
opportunity to inspect the home before officially closing the sale.

Q: When should the final walkthrough take place?

A: The final walkthrough typically takes place within 24 to 48 hours before
the closing date. This timing allows buyers to confirm that the property is
ready for occupancy and that all terms of the purchase agreement have been
met.

Q: What should I bring to the final walkthrough?

A: Buyers should bring their purchase agreement, any previous inspection
reports, a checklist of items to inspect, and a smartphone or camera to
document any issues that may arise.

Q: Can I negotiate repairs after the final
walkthrough?

A: Yes, if issues are discovered during the final walkthrough, buyers can
negotiate with the seller for repairs, request credits towards closing costs,
or delay the closing until the problems are resolved.

Q: How long does a final walkthrough usually take?

A: A final walkthrough typically lasts between 30 minutes to an hour,
depending on the size of the property and the number of items needing
inspection.

Q: What if I find issues during the final
walkthrough?

A: If you find issues during the final walkthrough, document them with photos
and notes, then discuss them with your real estate agent to determine the
best course of action, which may include negotiating with the seller.



Q: Is the final walkthrough the same as a home
inspection?

A: No, the final walkthrough is not the same as a home inspection. The home
inspection is a detailed examination of the property's condition, while the

final walkthrough is a verification that the property is in the agreed-upon
condition and that all contractual obligations have been met.

Q: Should I have my real estate agent present during
the final walkthrough?

A: Yes, it is advisable to have your real estate agent present during the
final walkthrough. They can provide valuable guidance, help identify
potential issues, and assist with any negotiations if problems arise.

Q: Can I back out of the sale after the final
walkthrough?

A: Backing out of the sale after the final walkthrough is generally not
advisable unless significant issues arise that were not previously disclosed.
It is best to address any concerns with the seller and seek resolution before
proceeding to closing.
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