crisis core walkthrough

crisis core walkthrough is an essential guide for gamers looking to navigate the intricate world of Crisis
Core: Final Fantasy VII. This prequel to the beloved Final Fantasy VIl offers players a rich storyline,
engaging combat systems, and an array of side quests and collectibles. This article will provide a
comprehensive walkthrough of Crisis Core, focusing on key missions, character development, combat
strategies, and tips to enhance your gaming experience. Whether you are a newcomer to the series or
a returning fan, this guide aims to equip you with the knowledge needed to conquer every challenge

and uncover all secrets in the game.
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Understanding Crisis Core

Crisis Core: Final Fantasy VIl is a role-playing game developed by Square Enix for the PlayStation
Portable, set within the rich universe of Final Fantasy VII. The game focuses on the character Zack
Fair, a young soldier who embarks on a journey that intertwines with the lives of iconic characters such
as Cloud Strife and Sephiroth. The narrative delves deep into themes of friendship, loyalty, and the

struggle against destiny.

The gameplay combines real-time combat with strategic elements, allowing players to engage enemies
dynamically. The game introduces the Digital Mind Wave (DMW) system, which influences combat and
character abilities, making it crucial for players to understand its mechanics. The blend of storytelling,
character development, and exploration offers a distinct experience that captivates both new and

returning players.

Main Story Missions Walkthrough

The main story missions in Crisis Core are divided into chapters, each containing key objectives that
advance the plot. Below is a structured walkthrough of these missions, highlighting significant battles

and plot developments.

Chapter 1: The Beginning

This chapter introduces players to Zack, his role as a SOLDIER, and his mentor, Angeal. Players will
complete initial missions that serve as tutorials for combat and the DMW system. Key objectives

include:



e Familiarizing yourself with controls and combat.
¢ Engaging in battles against lesser Shinra forces.

¢ Understanding the importance of missions and their impact on the story.

Chapter 2: The Mission

As you progress, Zack will be assigned missions that delve deeper into the conflict with Genesis and
the Wutai War. This chapter emphasizes the importance of character interactions and introduces

players to more complex enemies. Key elements include:

¢ Encountering Genesis and learning about his motives.
* Developing relationships with characters like Angeal and Sephiroth.

e Completing missions that reveal more about the Shinra Corporation.

Side Quests and Collectibles

In addition to the main story, Crisis Core is filled with side quests and collectibles that enhance the
gameplay experience. These quests often provide valuable rewards, including new materia and

upgraded equipment. Players should prioritize these to maximize their character's potential.



Finding Materia and Items

Throughout the game, players can find various types of materia and items that can significantly

enhance combat abilities. Notable collectibles include:

e Summon Materia: Powerful allies that can turn the tide of battle.
¢ Support Materia: Enhances character stats and abilities in combat.

¢ Key Items: Essential for completing specific quests and challenges.

Side Missions

Side missions are categorized into various types, such as “Mission” and “Job.” Completing these
missions not only rewards players with items but also provides deeper insights into the game’s lore.
Players are encouraged to take on as many side missions as possible to fully experience the richness

of the story.

Combat Mechanics and Strategies

The combat system in Crisis Core is real-time and dynamic, requiring players to make quick decisions

during battles. Mastering the combat mechanics is crucial for success throughout the game.



Understanding the DMW System

The Digital Mind Wave system is a unique feature that influences combat outcomes. It features a slot-
machine style mechanic that can grant powerful boosts and summon allies during battles. Players

should focus on:

¢ Filling the DMW gauge by engaging in combat.
¢ Understanding the benefits of different character combinations.

¢ Utilizing the DMW effectively during challenging battles.

Combat Strategies

Developing effective combat strategies is essential for overcoming tougher enemies and bosses. Key

strategies include:

e Utilizing elemental weaknesses of enemies.
¢ Employing a mix of physical attacks and materia spells.

e Timing dodges and counters to minimize damage taken.



Character Progression and Materia Management

Character progression plays a vital role in Crisis Core, allowing players to enhance Zack's abilities and

overall effectiveness in combat. Players must manage materia efficiently to maximize their potential.

Leveling Up Zack

As players complete missions and defeat enemies, Zack gains experience points, leading to level-ups.

Each level up grants players Skill Points (SP) that can be invested in various abilities. Focus on:

¢ Balancing offensive and defensive skills.
¢ Investing in abilities that complement your playstyle.

¢ Utilizing SP wisely to enhance key stats.

Materia Management

Managing materia is crucial for success in battle. Players should focus on equipping the right

combination of materia to suit their combat needs. Consider the following:

¢ Equipping materia that enhances Zack's strengths.

¢ Creating balanced setups for different encounters.



¢ Regularly upgrading and synthesizing materia for better effects.

Tips for New Players

For those new to Crisis Core, here are some essential tips to enhance your gameplay experience:

¢ Take your time to explore each area thoroughly.

Complete side missions to gain valuable resources.

Familiarize yourself with the DMW system early on.

Experiment with different materia combinations to find what works best for you.

Engage with NPCs to learn more about the storyline and lore.

Conclusion

A comprehensive crisis core walkthrough is essential for players who wish to maximize their
experience in Crisis Core: Final Fantasy VII. From understanding the intricate mechanics of the game
to completing the main story and side missions, this guide provides the necessary tools for success.
Emphasizing combat strategies, character progression, and effective materia management will ensure
that players are well-prepared to face the challenges that lie ahead. Dive into the world of Crisis Core,

and uncover the epic tale of Zack Fair and his journey.



Q: What is Crisis Core: Final Fantasy VII?

A: Crisis Core: Final Fantasy VIl is a role-playing game and a prequel to the original Final Fantasy VII,

focusing on the story of Zack Fair, a SOLDIER operative in the Shinra Corporation.

Q: How does the DMW system work in Crisis Core?

A: The DMW system functions like a slot machine during combat, influencing character abilities and

granting special attacks or summons based on the combinations that appear.

Q: Are there any missable items in Crisis Core?

A: Yes, certain side quests and collectibles can be missed if players do not explore thoroughly or

complete specific missions before advancing in the main story.

Q: How can | effectively level up Zack in the game?

A: Players can level up Zack by completing missions, engaging in combat, and earning experience

points, which can then be used to enhance his abilities and stats.

Q: What are some effective combat strategies for tougher enemies?

A: Effective strategies include exploiting enemy weaknesses, using a mix of physical and magic

attacks, and mastering the timing of dodges and counters to minimize damage.

Q: Can | customize materia in Crisis Core?

A: Yes, players can customize and synthesize materia to enhance their effects and create more

powerful combinations suited to their playstyle.



Q: How important are side quests in Crisis Core?

A: Side quests are crucial as they provide valuable rewards, including powerful materia and insights

into the game’s lore, enhancing the overall experience.

Q: Is Crisis Core connected to Final Fantasy VII?

A: Yes, Crisis Core serves as a prequel to Final Fantasy VII, providing backstory and context for

characters and events that are pivotal in the original game.

Q: What platforms can | play Crisis Core on?

A: Originally released for the PlayStation Portable, Crisis Core has been remastered and made

available on various platforms, including PlayStation 4, Xbox One, and Nintendo Switch.

Q: What should | focus on as a new player?

A: New players should focus on exploring each area, completing side missions, understanding the

DMW system, and experimenting with different materia to find effective combinations.
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