arcanum walkthrough

arcanum walkthrough is an essential resource for players seeking to navigate the intricate world
of the role-playing game "Arcanum: Of Steamworks and Magick Obscura." This comprehensive guide
will provide insights into the various quests, character builds, and strategies that can enhance your
gameplay experience. With its unique blend of steampunk and fantasy elements, "Arcanum" presents
a rich narrative filled with complex characters and challenging missions. This article will cover the
main aspects of the game, including character creation, main quest details, side quests, combat
strategies, and tips for maximizing your enjoyment. Whether you're a newcomer or a seasoned
player, this walkthrough aims to equip you with the knowledge needed to succeed in "Arcanum."
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Introduction to Arcanum

"Arcanum: Of Steamworks and Magick Obscura" is a critically acclaimed RPG developed by Troika
Games. Released in 2001, the game immerses players in a fantastical world where magic and
technology coexist. Players create their characters and embark on a quest that intertwines the fate
of the world with their choices. The game features a rich narrative with deep lore, allowing for
multiple playstyles and outcomes based on player decisions. Understanding the basics of the game,
including its setting, mechanics, and world-building, is crucial for any player aiming to fully engage
with the content.

Character Creation and Builds

Character creation in "Arcanum" is one of the most defining aspects of the game. Players can choose
from various races, such as human, elf, dwarf, and others, each offering unique attributes and
abilities. The game also allows for a significant degree of customization in terms of skills, traits, and
character backgrounds.



Choosing Your Race

The race you choose will impact your gameplay experience significantly. Each race comes with its
strengths and weaknesses:

e Humans: Versatile and adaptable, humans have balanced stats that allow for a variety of
builds.

e Elves: Agile and intelligent, elves excel in magic but are physically weaker.

e Dwarves: Strong and durable, dwarves make robust melee fighters and have high resistance
to magic.

e Half-Orcs: Combining strength with a hint of intelligence, they are excellent for brute force
combat.

Skill Allocation

Skills in "Arcanum" are categorized into various types such as combat skills, technical skills, and
magic skills. Players must allocate points wisely to complement their chosen playstyle. For instance,
a player focusing on magic should invest heavily in intelligence and magic-related skills, while a
melee fighter should prioritize strength and weapon proficiency.

Traits and Backgrounds

Choosing traits and backgrounds adds depth to your character. Traits can provide bonuses or
penalties to various stats and abilities, influencing how your character interacts with the world.
Background choices can affect starting skills and provide unique dialogue options throughout the
game.

Main Quest Overview

The main quest in "Arcanum" is an intricate storyline that invites players to explore the conflict
between magic and technology. The quest begins with a significant event that sets the stage for your
journey. As you progress, you will encounter various factions, each with its agenda.

Initial Quests



Your journey starts in the town of Tarant, where you will be tasked with investigating the mysterious
death of a prominent figure. This quest serves as an introduction to the game mechanics and sets
the tone for the challenges ahead. As you delve deeper into the plot, you will uncover a larger
conspiracy that threatens the balance of the world.

Key Locations

Throughout the main quest, several key locations will play a crucial role:
e Tarant: The starting city, rich in quests and NPCs.
e Caladon: A city known for its political intrigue.

e Shrouded Hills: A rural area that offers unique quests and encounters.

e The Black Mountain: A dangerous region that poses significant challenges.

Major Factions

Understanding the factions is vital for navigating the main quest. Each faction offers different quests
and paths, including:

e The Technologists: Advocates of technology, often in conflict with mages.
e The Circle of Eighth: A powerful group of mages with their own agenda.

e The Thieves Guild: A faction that can provide unique quests, often requiring stealth.

Side Quests and Exploration

Side quests in "Arcanum" are abundant and provide valuable experience, items, and lore. These
quests often offer insights into the world and its inhabitants, enhancing the overall narrative
experience.

Benefits of Side Quests



Engaging in side quests can yield numerous advantages, including:

¢ Experience Points: Completing these quests provides experience that helps level up your
character.

e Unique Items: Many side quests reward players with rare items that can enhance your
abilities.

¢ Character Development: Interacting with NPCs during side quests can deepen your
understanding of the game's lore.

Notable Side Quests

Some side quests are particularly noteworthy for their impact or complexity:

e The Lost Expedition: A quest that leads you to a hidden location filled with danger and
treasure.

e The Goblin Problem: A task that involves dealing with a goblin threat affecting a local
village.

¢ Love and War: A quest that explores the themes of romance and conflict, leading to unique
story outcomes.

Combat Tips and Strategies

Combat in "Arcanum" can be challenging due to the mix of magic and technology. Understanding the
combat mechanics is crucial for survival and success.

Understanding Combat Mechanics

Combat in "Arcanum" involves a turn-based system. Players must strategically choose actions based
on their character’s skills and the enemy's weaknesses. Here are some important mechanics to
consider:

e Initiative: Your character's speed determines when they act in combat.



e Targeting: Players can aim for specific body parts, affecting the outcome of attacks.

e Magic vs. Technology: Understanding the strengths and weaknesses of magical and
technological attacks is essential.

Building a Strong Combat Strategy

Creating an effective combat strategy requires a mix of offense and defense. Here are some
strategies to employ:

e Utilize Environment: Take advantage of the environment to create barriers or gain high
ground.

e Party Composition: Ensure your party has a mix of melee fighters, magic users, and ranged
attackers.

¢ Skill Synergy: Combine skills for powerful effects, such as using magic to enhance weapon
attacks.

Conclusion

The "arcanum walkthrough" serves as a comprehensive guide to navigating the complex and
captivating world of "Arcanum: Of Steamworks and Magick Obscura." From character creation to
the intricacies of the main quest and engaging side missions, understanding these elements is key to
enjoying the game. By utilizing the strategies and insights provided in this guide, players can
enhance their gameplay experience, making their journey through Arcanum not only successful but
also deeply rewarding.

Q: What is the best character build for beginners in Arcanum?

A: A balanced human character focusing on a mix of combat skills and technical skills is often
recommended for beginners. This allows for flexibility in gameplay and the ability to adapt to various
challenges.

Q: Are there any missable quests in Arcanum?

A: Yes, some quests can be missed based on player choices and timing. It's advisable to explore all
areas thoroughly and engage with NPCs to avoid missing key quests.



Q: How does the combat system work in Arcanum?

A: Combat in Arcanum is turn-based, where players select actions based on their initiative. Players
can target specific enemy body parts and utilize a combination of skills, magic, and items.

Q: Can you play as a pure mage in Arcanum?

A: Yes, players can focus on magic entirely, but it's essential to manage resources and spells
effectively, as pure mages may struggle in direct combat without support.

Q: What are the consequences of choosing different factions?

A: Choosing different factions can significantly impact the storyline, available quests, and character
interactions. Aligning with one faction may lead to hostility or distrust from others.

Q: Is it possible to change your character's skills later in the
game?

A: While players cannot change skills directly, they can acquire new ones through leveling up and
using specific items or skills that enhance their abilities.

Q: How important is it to explore the world of Arcanum?

A: Exploration is critical in Arcanum, as it reveals hidden quests, treasures, and lore that enhance
the overall story and gameplay experience.

Q: What are some tips for managing inventory effectively?

A: Regularly assess your inventory, prioritize essential items, and use storage options in towns to
manage weight and keep your inventory organized.

Q: Can I play Arcanum without focusing on the main quest?

A: Yes, players are encouraged to engage in side quests and exploration, which can provide a rich
gameplay experience outside of the main storyline.

Q: Are there any cheats or mods available for Arcanum?

A: Yes, there are various cheats and mods available that can enhance gameplay, but using them may
alter the intended experience of the game.
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